Y��� O������ for
Years 10 and 11 (KS4): 2022

Name:

Contents
Curriculum Rationale .............................................................................. 2
The Next Two Years Are Vital to You ...................................................... 4
Beyond the Next Two Years .................................................................... 5
How to use this Booklet .......................................................................... 5
Important Dates ...................................................................................... 6
Combinations of Subjects ....................................................................... 6
Frequently Asked Questions ................................................................... 6
Year 9 Options Morning .......................................................................... 9
Year 9 Options Morning Form............................................................... 10
CORE SUBJECTS
English - AQA ......................................................................................... 12
Mathematics - AQA ............................................................................... 13
Religious Studies - AQA ......................................................................... 14
Physical Education................................................................................. 16
Science - OCR ........................................................................................ 17
Modern Languages - AQA ..................................................................... 19
Geography - AQA .................................................................................. 21
History - AQA......................................................................................... 23
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science - OCR ....................................................................... 24
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Food Preparation and Nutrition - AQA ................................................. 26
BTEC Design - Edexcel ........................................................................... 27
Product Design - AQA............................................................................ 28
SOCIAL SCIENCE
Health and Social Care .......................................................................... 29
CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Art and Design: Fine Art ........................................................................ 30
Art and Design: Photography ................................................................ 31
Drama - OCR .......................................................................................... 32
Music - OCR ........................................................................................... 33
Media Studies - AQA ............................................................................. 34
Physical Education - OCR....................................................................... 35
BUSINESS
Business Studies - AQA.......................................................................... 37
FORMS
Year 9 Options Form 2022 - Example only ........................................... 38

Curriculum Rationale
Heart of England’s curriculum demonstrates our motto of ‘Creating Futures’. It is designed
to maintain a broad curriculum so that students don’t narrow their options too early. This
enables them to leave with a clutch of qualifications that help them to be competitive
against their peer group in the modern jobs market. In addition to this, the curriculum
content broadens horizons and helps students understand the world we live in.
As a consequence, having studied a broad and balanced curriculum for three years in Key
Stage 3, students now have the opportunity to make some choices about what they study at
Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11).
The majority of students study the core curriculum, shown below:

The hours given to study in the core are as follows:
Subject
English

Hours per
fortnight
8

Subject
A Modern Foreign Language

Hours per
fortnight
5

Mathematics

7

History or Geography

5

Combined Science
Separate Sciences (needs to be
taken as an option)

9

Physical Education

4

14

Religious Studies

2

All courses, with the exception of PE, are externally assessed.
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In addition to this, students pick two subjects from the selection below.
Hours per
fortnight

Two further option subjects from:
Art, Art Photography, Business Studies, Computer Science, Design Btec,
Drama, Food & Nutrition, Geography, Health & Social Care, History, Media
Studies, Music, OCR Physical Education, Product Design, Separate Sciences
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A much smaller number of students follow a reduced Core and the parents of these
students will be informed individually whether they are able to follow such a pathway.
Please see FAQs for more information.
While every effort is made to give students their first choice, courses may be oversubscribed or
there may be insufficient numbers for a course to be viable. In this eventuality, all students’
choices will be considered carefully. It is therefore extremely important that students also
think very carefully about what they would choose if one of their options did not run.

Spanish ab initio
This year we are trialling running a GCSE language course from scratch in two years. While
we believe that passing a GCSE in a modern language, having studied it for 5 years, is
achievable by most of our students, taking a GCSE in a new language from scratch is really
challenging. As such, the option of studying Spanish from the beginning will only be open to
those students who, in both their Autumn & Spring Term reports, have ‘excellent’ for every
category of the language they are currently studying. Students who achieve this will receive
an email informing them that this option is open to them but they are under no obligation
to take it. Other students will continue with the language that they are currently studying.
As noted at the start, this is a trial. If the number of students wishing to take this course is
not great enough, it will not run.

The Next Two Years Are Vital to You
Now is the time when you have to make some very important decisions regarding the
subjects you will study during the next two years. The decisions you make have
consequences, not only for your remaining school life but also for your later career.
Studying a broad range of subjects will ensure that your choice of career opportunities is as
wide as possible: a balanced programme is vital. Most employers and admission tutors look
for young people with a broad general education as well as good quality grades.
It is not always necessary to have studied subjects in Years 10 and 11 in order to study them
in the Sixth Form. If you have questions or want to know more, see the teacher highlighted
at the bottom of the subject information page. It is vital for you to be as well-informed as
possible to enable you to make sensible decisions.
Ask questions, listen, discuss and think carefully before making your mind up!
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Do choose a course because:

✔︎

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

you are good at it and think you will enjoy the subject
it links to a career idea
it will go well with your other choices
it will help you develop knowledge and skills that interest you
it will keep your options open in the future
you think that you might want to continue studying it after
Year 11
your research shows that it will interest you and motivate you
to learn

Do not choose a course because:

✘

•
•
•
•
•
•

your friends have chosen it
you think it will be easy
you think it is a good course for a boy/girl to do
someone else thinks that it is a good idea
you like the teacher you have now
you didn’t have time to research your options properly

If you do not know what you want to do later in your life, aim to choose a variety of courses
which makes it easier to remain flexible about further study or career plans.
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Beyond the Next Two Years
At the end of Year 11, the majority of Heart of England students choose to continue their
studies. A small number of students find employment and others follow modern
apprenticeships or other vocational schemes. The government requires that all students
remain in some form of education or training until they are 18 years old.

A Levels
Passing your GCSEs, including English and Mathematics, and achieving good grades across 8
subjects enables students to go on to study AS and A levels. Studying 3 or 4 A levels will
lead to employment, further education or higher education at 18. Most students choose to
remain at the Heart of England Sixth Form, which offers over 20 courses in a college
atmosphere. Some students may opt to follow courses at a local college or begin an
apprenticeship. All of these routes will have application processes which require students
to list the subjects they study and their likely achievement in them.
The brief details above outline the opportunities available to you. Further advice and
information will be given to you in Year 11, when you come to make the next important
decision about your education.

How to use this Booklet
The 2022 Options Booklet contains information to help you decide which courses you will
follow in Years 10 and 11 at Heart of England School.
Read all the information in this booklet very carefully and if there is anything you do not
understand ask your Tutor or the subject teacher.
There are two stages to this process:
•

•

Firstly, having listened to the information given and read this booklet, you need to
decide which sessions you would like to attend on the taster morning. Once you
have done this you need to return the Yellow ‘Choices Form’ from this booklet by
putting it in the box outside Reception by Wednesday 9 February 2022.
Entering your firm option choices. This will be done online via a portal called SIMS
Options. Information about how to do this will be sent out in a ‘How To’ guide.

Remember, the school will try to meet your preferences but this cannot be guaranteed.
We will consult again with anyone whose choice cannot be met.
In most cases students will be able to study the subjects they request outside of the Core.
Occasionally, students may be asked to choose again if:
a)
b)
c)
d)

there are insufficient student numbers to make a course viable
the options chosen do not fit with the timetable structure that is arrived at
the subject has too many students opting for it
it is recommended that students follow a special course of study
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Important Dates For 2022
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

w/c 31 January

Year 9 Assemblies
Virtual Launch to Parents/Carers
Weds 9 February
Submission of Options Morning choices
Thurs 17 February
Options Morning
Tues 1 March
Year 9 Parent/Teacher Consultation
Wed 16 March
Deadline for submission of GCSE options
March - May
Processing of options forms
o Consultation with individual students
o Final option choices confirmed
May/June
Students informed of options choices
September 2022
Courses commence

Combinations of Subjects
Due to content overlap, it is not permissible to study the following combinations of subjects:
•
•
•

Art + Art Photography
Design BTEC + Art
Design BTEC + Product Design

Additionally
•

Product Design & Food Preparation & Nutrition cannot both be chosen as they will be
timetabled concurrently

Frequently Asked Questions
How many GCSEs should I take?
There is no set number. The Government has several performance measures for schools,
one of which measures the best eight of each student’s grades, so clearly this is a number
below which a student should not fall. In addition to this, at Heart of England we believe
that students should leave open as many future options as possible; therefore students will
achieve 10 GCSEs in total by the end of Y11. This number is on a par with local schools.
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Why do I have to study a language, or History or Geography?
A modern Foreign Language and History or Geography are part of the English Baccalaureate
(EBacc) suite of subjects. These are the subjects which at A level, according to the Russell
Group, open more doors to more degrees. They provide a sound basis for a variety of
careers beyond the age of 16. In the Government’s response to the EBacc Consultation they
say:
‘They also enrich pupils’ studies and give them a broad general knowledge that will enable
them to participate in and contribute to society. A recent study found that pupils in a set of
300 schools that increased their EBacc entry, from 8% to 48%, were more likely to achieve
good English and mathematics GCSEs, more likely to take an A level or an equivalent level 3
qualification, and more likely to stay in post-16 education.’
Therefore, even if you know already that you do not plan to do A levels, there is good
evidence that this suite of subjects will help raise your achievement overall. We also want
to ensure our pupils are able to compete with educational high performers in a local and
global economy. In line with the government’s ambition that 75% of year 10 pupils in statefunded mainstream schools will start to study GCSEs in the EBacc combination of subjects by
September 2022, the majority of our students will study these subjects. It still leaves
students free to choose two other subjects so, far from limiting their choice, we are
preventing them from limiting their choices in following years.
We believe that pupils of all abilities can benefit from studying the full range of subjects the
EBacc offers; they provide an academic foundation for young people, help to keep their
options open and enrich their studies and interaction with the world around them. For some
students an alternative curriculum pathway might be more appropriate due to a range of
factors and parents/carers of these students will be contacted directly with an alternative
curriculum.

Can I refuse for my child to study a subject that’s part of the Core Curriculum
e.g. Science or a language
The Core Curriculum is set by the Leadership Team and agreed by the Governors and is in
line with equivalent schools nationwide. “My child doesn’t enjoy it” is not a good enough
reason to allow a child not to follow the Core Curriculum. This curriculum provides the
highest quality of education for our students and is complemented by the opportunity for
students to follow their passions and pick two subjects that they enjoy and feel that they
will achieve most in at Key Stage 4. Students should feel pleased that their teachers believe
they can study this collection of subjects and achieve well at them and should approach the
curriculum with a mature, can-do attitude.
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How are the students who follow the reduced Core identified?
The government leaves it up to schools to make decisions on a case-by-case basis with
schools taking a range of factors into account; this could include things such as SEN needs or
additional numeracy and literacy needs. If we are saying that your child will study the EBacc
suite of subjects it is because we believe that they can be successful in them. On the other
hand, no student is excluded from following the EBacc and pupil ability, on its own, does not
determine whether a student should enter the EBacc. It would not be right to share other
students’ details with parents and we cannot enter into individual discussions around
circumstances.

Does it matter if I don’t know what I want to do for a career?
Not at all! You do not have to choose subjects with a career in mind, but do select carefully
so that you do not restrict your career options. The longer a career choice is delayed the
better - there is more chance to change your mind.

Will I sit GCSE exams?
We hope so! You will study GCSEs which will be awarded a 1 - 9 grade (with 9 being the
highest) rather than A - F. The new GCSEs are designed to be linear, with external exams at
the end rather than internally assessed coursework, although practical subjects retain some
controlled assessment which is done during the course and counts towards your grade. You
need to read each subject description thoroughly to see exactly what the assessment
arrangements are. All of the qualifications that you will choose have some externally
examined element and all exams will be at the end. There will be no resit opportunities;
you need to make sure you get it right first time around! The 2020 and 2021 exam series
were changed due to the Coronavirus pandemic but we hope that by the summer of 2024
(when you sit your exams) everything will be back to normal.
On the next page is a table showing the weighting of exam and Non-Examined Assessment
(NEA) that make up each GCSE. All NEAs will be completed before the main exam period
starts.

How do I make my Options?
These will be entered online via a portal called SIMS Options using each student’s school
email address. A separate ‘How To’ guide will be released in March to show people how to
do this.
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Exam versus Non-examined assessment (NEA) – the weighting of new GCSEs
Subject

Exam (written)

NEA

Business Studies

100%

English

100%

Geography

100%

History

100%

Maths

100%

Modern Languages

100%

Religious Studies

100%

Science

100%

Computer Science

100%

Art

40%

60%

Art Photography

40%

60%

Design Btec

25%

75%

Drama

40% written, 30% practical

30%

Food & Nutrition

50%

50%

Health & Social Care

40%

60%

Media Studies

70%

30%

Music

40%

60%

PE

60%

40%

Product Design

50%

50%

Year 9 Options Morning
In order to help you make as informed a decision as possible, we have created an Options
Morning for you. As part of the morning you will have the opportunity to try ‘taster’ lessons
of subjects that you will not have studied before, to give you an insight into what studying
those subjects might be like. You will be able to sample 2 subjects from the 5 that are on
offer on the morning.
All of you will have different subjects you would like to sample, so to try and personalise the
morning, we would like you to tell us which of the taster sessions you are most interested in
attending. On the Subject Taster Session Form you will be asked to rank the sessions in
order of preference (1 = most preferred) to help us create your timetable for the morning.
We cannot guarantee that you will get all of your first preferences but we will do our best!
Equally, simply expressing a preference for only 2 of the sessions will not guarantee that you
get those choices.
You need to submit your form no later than: Wednesday 9th February 2022
If you do not meet the deadline, we will select which lessons/sessions you attend.
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Year 9 Options Morning 2022: Subject Taster Session Form

Student Name: ......................................................................................... Tutor: …………………………………………………

Subject Taster Sessions

Please put into rank order from 1 - 5 (where 1 = most preferred and 5 = least preferred)
Business Studies

Health and Social Care

Media Studies

You must return your form to Reception by:

Wednesday 9 February

Design BTEC

PE

CORE SUBJECTS
Core Subjects
All students follow courses in the following:
English

This leads to GCSEs in English Language and English Literature

Mathematics

Leading to Mathematics GCSE

Religious Studies

Leading to a GCSE. Students began this course after Christmas
in their Religious Studies lessons in year 9.

Physical Education

This does not lead to a qualification but physical fitness is
essential for a healthy, happy life!

Science

Leading to Double Award Science GCSE or to three separate
GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Modern Foreign Language Leading to a GCSE in French or German. This will be the
language that the student has been studying throughout Key Stage 3.
In addition to this, some students who have met the criteria set out on page 3 will receive
an invitation to study Spanish ab initio, should they wish. This could be instead of the
language they currently study or as a second foreign language alongside it. Choosing to
start a new language from scratch is a decision not to be taken lightly and will require
mature discussion with their language teachers.
History or Geography
Leading to a GCSE in whichever one they choose. Students can
also choose to study both, which is something many of our current Key Stage 4 students do.
In addition, the Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Programme is delivered through
other subjects and ‘one-off’ sessions.
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CORE SUBJECTS
English - AQA
Overview
Throughout Years 10 and 11, students will be working towards two separate examinations
in English Language and English Literature. This will result in two discrete GCSE grades
awarded in August of the examination year. The courses are linear with all examinations
being sat at the end of Year 11.
The exam component for both English Language and English Literature is now 100%.

English Language
This course will focus on the students’ ability to analyse both modern texts and 19th
Century literary and non-fiction texts. It does not involve the set study of specific authors,
but gauges the students’ skill in applying their knowledge to previously unseen material.
Additionally, this component of the course will assess the students’ ability to write both
creatively and discursively.

Method of Assessment
Two papers of 1hour 45 minutes each. Papers are evenly weighted, as are marks for the
Reading and Writing sections. Within the writing section, spelling, punctuation and
grammar carry significant weight.

English Literature
This course will involve the study of a Shakespeare play, a 19th Century Novel, a modern
prose or drama text and a selection of poems taken from an anthology. Students will
demonstrate their analytical ability through a combination of responses to extracts from
their set texts and open-ended essay responses.

Method of Assessment
Two papers (see below)
a) Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
b) Modern Texts and Poetry

1 hour 45 minutes 40% of GCSE
2 hours 15 minutes 60% of GCSE

The examinations are closed text, so the students will not be permitted to take the texts in
with them.

Further Education/Career Opportunities
English is an essential GCSE for most post-16 courses and career routes. Both English
Language and English Literature are vital for all career opportunities, due to the essential
communication skills that they develop. Both GCSEs can lead to a diversity of further
courses in a range of areas, such as Media, Performing Arts, Law, Management and
Teaching.
English is a keystone in building and creating futures for our students.
Any questions? See MRS C McLARNON or MR L O’BRIEN
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CORE SUBJECTS
Mathematics - AQA
In Mathematics you will develop further understanding of your work in KS3 and extend your
knowledge and skills.
The Mathematics examination is linear. This means you will sit one examination at the end
of Year 11, made up of 3 equally weighted one and a half hour papers. Paper 1 will be noncalculator whilst papers 2 and 3 allow calculators to be used. There is no controlled
assessment.
Students entered at Foundation tier can achieve grade 1 to 5.
Students entered at Higher tier can achieve grade 4 to 9.
Year 10 students will be placed in sets according to ability, KS3 assessment data and the
professional guidance of Heart of England’s Mathematics Teachers.

Further Education/Career Opportunities
Qualifications in Mathematics are often part of employers' criteria for selection of job
applicants. A good pass will often be the first hurdle in gaining an interview for a diverse
range of careers and can also be an essential entry qualification to many college courses,
even ones that are seemingly unrelated to mathematics.
Further education courses in Mathematics or any Science related subject require high
achievement at GCSE in order to develop techniques to solve even harder problems. These
courses will lead ultimately to a wide variety of careers in Engineering, Science, Computing
and Technology.
Any questions? See DR E PASCAL
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CORE SUBJECTS
Religious Studies - AQA
GCSE Religious Studies - AQA Specification A
Our GCSE covers two religions and four contemporary ethical themes, ensuring students
have a diverse choice of intriguing concepts to explore. Students will be challenged with
questions about beliefs, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their
own attitudes towards religious and ethical issues. Students will also gain an appreciation of
how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture.
Students will develop analytical, evaluative and critical thinking skills, the ability to work
with abstract ideas, leadership and research skills. All these skills will help prepare them for
further study. This course began after Christmas of year 9.

How Will I Learn?
You will learn through a variety of tasks including a mixture of group discussion and written
work. Discussion is an important part of the lessons, as it is vital that students learn to form
their own opinions about which argument is the strongest after careful consideration of the
various viewpoints from religious and non-religious backgrounds. You will also have the
opportunity to form an evaluative approach to all discussions during the GCSE course.

What Skills Will I Develop?
You will develop skills in research, gathering and collating information, explaining and
justifying beliefs, evaluating opinions and arguments and in presenting information and
views clearly and confidently in both oral and written form. You will also develop your own
opinions about the world around you.
GCSE Religious Studies complements many subjects, such as Geography, History and
Sociology.

How will I Be Assessed? What Will I learn?
You are assessed through two written examinations; both are 1 hour and 45 minutes in
duration. You will sit these exams at the end of year 11.
Paper One (The Study of Religions: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices) is worth 50% of the
GCSE and will consist of Christianity and Islam.
You will study the beliefs and teachings of Islam looking at the nature of God, Prophethood,
life after death and holy books. You will also study the Practices of Islam looking at the Five
Pillars, the Ten Obligatory Acts and Festivals. You will refer to scripture and/or sacred texts
and study the influence of the beliefs, teachings and practices studied on individuals,
communities and societies.
In Christianity, you will examine the key beliefs about the nature of God, creation, the
afterlife, the life of Jesus, and sin and salvation. You will also study Christian practices
looking at different forms of worship, prayer and sacraments. Also, you will look at the role
of Church in the local community and also helping people worldwide. Students will study
the influence of the beliefs, teachings and practices studied on individuals, communities and
societies.
Paper Two (Thematic Studies) is worth 50% of the GCSE and will cover the following topics:

Theme B: Religion and Life
This unit will examine abortion, euthanasia and animal experimentation, origins of the
universe and the value of human life.
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CORE SUBJECTS
Theme C: The existence of God and revelation
Students will study special revelation such as visions and miracles, and general revelation.
Students will also look at the Design Argument and First Cause Argument, and the challenge
of science, and evil and suffering.

Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict
This unit will examine causes of war, and different religious beliefs about violence, war and
pacifism. Students will also study nuclear weapons and arguments for and against them.

Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment
A study of different punishments (such as capital punishment, corporal punishment, prison
and community service), different aims of punishment and forgiveness. This will include the
looking at different religious viewpoints about each of these topics.

Further Education/Careers Opportunities
Religious Studies equips pupils with a wide range of skills demanded in the work place. A
huge variety of careers see it as a desirable examination subject including Law, Health
Service, Social Work, Civil Service, and Teaching. This is because these are careers which
involve meeting and understanding people of all cultures and faiths. For these careers you
also need to have a good understanding of social and personal issues, which this course
provides you with.
Religious Studies is a vibrant, relevant and interesting subject and is open to everyone,
whether of a religious persuasion or not. One thing that is essential is an open and
questioning mind!
Any Questions? Speak to MISS E WHITTOCK or the Religious Studies Department
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CORE SUBJECTS
Physical Education
What will I learn?
In years 10 & 11 you will receive two hours per week of Physical Education. Students will
participate in a range of topics from; Team Games, Individual Games, Creative/Aesthetic
Activities, Athletics and Health Related Fitness.

Format
Students will be put into a group based on the sports and activities they prefer. They will
follow a varied curriculum covering a range of topics which is tailored to the class, and will
stay in this group throughout Y10 and Y11.
In the various activities you participate in, you will learn: how to develop skills; how to make
and apply decisions; how to develop your physical and mental capacity; how to evaluate and
improve your own and others’ performances and how to make positive choices about
leading a healthy active lifestyle.

What skills will I develop?
Through PE, you have the opportunity to develop your: physical skills; decision making;
fitness; evaluation and appreciation of performances and choose roles which are best suited
to you. Your knowledge and understanding of a range of activities, alongside leading a
healthy balanced lifestyle, will increase, giving the potential to continue these throughout
life. Students will develop and enhance their social, teamwork and communication skills.

Extra-Curricular Sports/Activities/Teams
As in lower school, a number of extra-curricular sports, teams and competitions are also
available during KS4.
Any questions? See MISS N SYKES
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CORE SUBJECTS
Science - OCR
There are 2 routes for studying Science subjects at KS4:

Combined Science:
Year 10/11
(9 lessons
per
fortnight)

OCR GCSE Combined Science A
Foundation Tier (Grades 5-5 to 1-1):
Biology Units: B1 – B6
Chemistry Units: C1 – C6
Physics Units: P1 – P6

June Year 11
Paper 1: B1 – B3 (16.7%)
Paper 2: B4 – B6 (16.7%)
Paper 3: C1 – C3 (16.7%)
Paper 4: C4 – C6 (16.7%)
Paper 5: P1 – P3 (16.7%)
Paper 6: P4 – P6 (16.7%)
All papers are 70 mins, written exams

Year 10/11
(9 lessons
per
fortnight)

OCR GCSE Combined Science A
Higher Tier (Grades 9-9 to 4-4):
Biology Units: B1 – B6
Chemistry Units: C1 – C6
Physics Units: P1 – P6

June Year 11
Paper 7: B1 – B3 (16.7%)
Paper 8: B4 – B6 (16.7%)
Paper 9: C1 – C3 (16.7%)
Paper 10: C4 – C6 (16.7%)
Paper 11: P1 – P3 (16.7%)
Paper 12: P4 – P6 (16.7%)
All papers are 70 mins, written exams

Separate Sciences:
Year 10/11
(14 lessons
per
fortnight)

OCR GCSE Biology A
Foundation Tier (Grades 5 – 1):
Units: B1 – B6
Higher Tier (Grades 9 – 4):
Units: B1 – B6

June Year 11
Paper 1: B1 – B3 (50%)
Paper 2: B4 – B6 (50%)
Paper 3: B1 – B3 (50%)
Paper 4: B4 – B6 (50%)

OCR GCSE Chemistry A
Foundation Tier (Grades 5 – 1):
Units: C1 – C6
Higher Tier (Grades 9 – 4):
Units: C1 – C6

Paper 1: C1 – C3 (50%)
Paper 2: C4 – C6 (50%)
Paper 3: C1 – C3 (50%)
Paper 4: C4 – C6 (50%)
Paper 1: P1 – P4 (50%)

OCR GCSE Physics A
Foundation Tier (Grades 5 – 1):
Units: P1 – P8
Higher Tier (Grades 9 – 4):
Units: P1 – P8

Paper 2: P5 – P8 (50%)
Paper 3: P1 – P4 (50%)
Paper 4: P5 – P8 (50%)
All papers are 1hr 45mins, written
exams.

Double Award – OCR Combined Science A - 2 GCSEs.
All students study for the equivalent of 2 GCSEs in the core Science curriculum time of 9
lessons per fortnight.
From 2016 we follow the GCSE (9-1) course in Combined Science.
This course replaces the two separate “Core” and “Additional” GCSE courses followed
between 2006 and 2015.
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CORE SUBJECTS
Separate Sciences – OCR Biology A, OCR Chemistry A and OCR Physics A – 3
GCSEs.
Students opting for separate sciences in the option block study for 3 GCSEs in 14 lessons per
fortnight: the 9 core Science lessons and a further 5 option block lessons.
Separate Sciences are also known as Triple Science.
Who should opt for Separate Sciences?
•
•

Students with a flair or aptitude for Science.
Students who are aiming to study Science subjects at A Level.

FAQ
Q. Is it a problem if I have studied Combined Science and then I want to study A Level
Biology, Chemistry or Physics?
A. No. Approximately a quarter of students currently studying Science A levels studied
“Double Award” Sciences at GCSE.
Q. Are there any courses at university that need separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics?
A. No. Not all schools offer Separate Sciences e.g. entry requirements for medicine do not
include separate GCSE Science subjects.
Any questions? See MR W BARRON DE BURGH
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CORE SUBJECTS
Modern Languages - AQA
(English Baccalaureate contributing subject)
Languages are for all; languages are for life – they are an essential part of being a citizen
“I absolutely could not have competed at the level I did in sailing if I hadn’t spoken French
fluently.” Ellen MacArthur
Languages are an excellent choice at GCSE! Having a GCSE in languages is extremely wellregarded by employers and universities alike.
We offer GCSE courses in three languages: French, German and Spanish. For you to
progress and succeed at GCSE you need to choose languages already studied in Year 9.

10 reasons why you should study a language at GCSE level:
1. English is not enough! Not everyone speaks or wants to speak English.
2. A language will always be useful, no matter what you do. In today’s job market,
having a language alongside another subject, for example Commerce or Law, can
really help to open up the job market for you.
3. In class you get to study a wide range of topics about different people and cultures,
not just about how to speak.
4. You can read books, watch films and listen to songs in the language you are learning
- and understand them too!
5. Languages mean business - being able to speak a language will make you really stand
out.
6. They’re good for you! Speaking more than one language increases your brain
capacity and improves your memory.
7. It is really impressive to be able to speak a foreign language. It's a real achievement
that your friends will envy and employers will love!
8. You can understand and talk to lots more people on holiday, in the work place and
on the internet!
9. Using a language at work could raise your salary by 8 - 20%.
10. Learning languages also develops your communication skills in your own language.

Aims of the Course
Languages open avenues of communication and exploration
•
•
•

To develop your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in preparation for
GCSE, to the best of your ability.
To promote a better knowledge and understanding of different cultures and
countries where French, German and Spanish are spoken.
To improve your communication skills and confidence in all your subjects.

Languages change the person AND their self-awareness
“All I can advise is that you keep working at your languages. Foreign languages are exciting
and interesting – keep up the hard work; it will be worth it in the end.” Sir Alex Ferguson CBE
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CORE SUBJECTS
Subject content
We follow the AQA GCSE Specification and students study all of the following themes on
which the assessments are based.
•
•
•
•

Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
Examination

All exams will be sat at the end of the course and you will be assessed in the four skills of
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each skill has an equal weighting of 25% towards
your overall GCSE grade. GCSE languages have a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher
Tier (grades 4–9). You must take all four question papers at the same tier.
Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking exams - each 25% of GCSE
LISTENING - Written exam:
35 minutes, 40 marks (Foundation)
45 minutes, 50 marks (Higher)

SPEAKING - 60 marks
Role-play: 15 marks, 2 mins (Foundation)
15 marks, 2 mins (Higher)

READING - Written exam:
45 minutes, 60 marks (Foundation)
1 hour, 60 marks (Higher)

Photo card: 15 marks, 2 mins (Foundation)
15 marks, 3 mins (Higher)

WRITING - Written exam:
1 hour, 50 marks (Foundation)
1 hour 15 minutes, 60 marks (Higher)

General conversation: 30 marks, 3–5 mins
(Foundation
30 marks, 5–7 mins (Higher)

Further Education/Career Opportunities
If you achieve at least a Grade 5 at GCSE you can pursue your language and go on to study
the language at A-Level.
Any questions? See MR J HUNTON
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CORE SUBJECTS
Geography - AQA
(English Baccalaureate contributing subject)
Geography is a popular and successful GCSE option. By studying GCSE Geography you will
have the opportunity to investigate the most important issues which affect our world today
and into the future.
Geography offers the chance to work in a variety of ways, including individual and small
group tasks as well as up to date research. In addition to classroom-based activities, you
will have the opportunity to take part in fieldwork. This provides you with the opportunity
to experience many of the ideas and concepts you have studied in school and to produce
two enquiries which will help your understanding of classroom geography. These enquiries
will be examined upon to support your overall GCSE grade.

Aims of the Course
We aim to develop a variety of skills in the two year course, including your problem solving
skills; ICT skills; map/atlas skills and your powers of analysis. All of these skills are highly
valued in many careers and throughout further education.

Subject content
The two year course includes two main themes. In each theme a range of different places
and topics are studied, all of which look at people and the environment in which we live.
The themes are:
• Living with the physical environment
This includes weather and tectonic hazards, climate change, UK physical environments
(coasts and rivers), ecosystems and extreme environments.
• Challenges of the human environment
This includes urban change and development in different countries as well as water, food
and energy supplies.
You will also learn geographical skills, complete geographical enquiries using evidence
collected from fieldwork visits and be able to apply your geographical understanding to
new situations.
Your work will be assessed by final exams through three examination papers in Year 11:
•
•
•

Living with the physical environment (35%)
Challenges of the human environment (35%)
Geographical applications (30%)
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CORE SUBJECTS
Consider the information in the following table to see if GEOGRAPHY is right for you:
This subject might not be right for
students who

This subject would suit students who
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

have a genuine interest in the world
around them
have a questioning mind
enjoy collecting and using information
are prepared to ‘have a go’ even if they
might be wrong
have the ability to explain their ideas and
extend their written work
are keen to take part in fieldwork
are interested in current global issues
are inquisitive
enjoy KS3 Geography!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

don’t enjoy KS3 Geography
rely on others
have no interest in the world
around them
don't ask ‘why?’
expect to be given information
don’t like writing and explaining
ideas
can’t work collaboratively
have no interest in current
global issues

Further Education/Career Opportunities
The GCSE Geography course provides you with the opportunity to develop your skills and
knowledge to give you the best possible choices in the ever-changing world of work and
further education.
Geography is seen as a facilitating subject, as it provides students with a high level of study
but encompasses a wide range of knowledge and skills which will be helpful in a range of
university courses and careers. Geography is widely seen by employers and colleges as a
good all-round subject with real benefits for all students.
The world is your oyster!
Any questions? See MISS H SWIFT
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CORE SUBJECTS
History - AQA
(English Baccalaureate contributing subject)
You will follow the AQA GCSE History Course, which will provide you with a varied
experience of history through interesting topics from the medieval period up to and
including the 20th century.
You will be expected to read widely, write fluently, meet deadlines, make an active and
positive contribution in lessons and above all, work hard!

What will I learn?
The course consists of four modules:
1. Modern world period study
2. Wider world depth study
1972
3. Thematic study present day
4. British depth study

Germany, 1890 – 1945: Democracy and - Dictatorship
Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945Britain: Health and the People: c.1000 –
Norman England 1066 – c.1100, also to include a
historical environment study

How am I assessed?
All assessments will come in the form of examinations done at the end of year 11.
Each paper contributes 50% to the final grade.
•
•

Paper One: Germany 1890-1945 and Conflict and Tension 1945-1972
Paper Two: Britain Health and the People and Norman England 1066 - c.1100

What skills will I develop?
A GCSE in History will also help you to develop key skills valued by employers and
universities. These include becoming an independent thinker, being capable of investigation
and researching information, using evidence effectively by being selective and how to
evaluate evidence in order to reach a conclusion. You will also learn the arts of oral debate,
expressing a convincing argument and problem solving, as well as gaining (perhaps the
greatest asset of all) a deeper understanding and insight into people and the world around
us.
All of these skills are useful in job areas such as Law, Journalism, Market Research, Media,
Teaching, Archaeology, Conservation, Architecture, the Civil Service, Economics, the Police,
Publishing and Social Work.
GCSE History would suit students who:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a passion for learning about the past.
Enjoy exploring and explaining historical issues in detail.
Are able to process and learn a range of facts.
Have a keen interest in how the past has shaped the world we live in today.
Can debate issues and reach a judgement without being blind to other opinions.
Can express their ideas through their written work and communicate these clearly.

Any questions? See MR C LENTON
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science - OCR
Computer Science has real relevance in our world and many students are interested and
active computer programmers at home, or they may be keen on ‘fixing’ computers for family
and friends. This course is aimed at extending, broadening and formalising their knowledge,
giving them an understanding of how computer technology works as well as what goes on
inside a computer.

Who’s it for?
The GCSE in Computer Science option is for people who are very interested in Computers and
Computer Programming. All our students have had the chance to do programming at school
with Python, so they will know whether or not they enjoy it.
It is VERY important to think about how good they are at maths. If they are in set one or two,
they should enjoy the course and the mathematical and logical challenges it contains. If they
are below maths set two then they will find the maths and the theory quite challenging,
which in turn could make them unhappy with their progress and struggle to enjoy the subject.
In addition, students are not allowed a calculator in the exams. One activity to help with
decision making would be to ask if they can easily convert numbers to binary and then add up
in binary. If these activities are ones they can’t do or don’t enjoy, then they should think very
hard about whether Computer Science is for them. At GCSE, students have to be able to add,
multiply and divide in binary, as well as be familiar with other number bases.

What you study in Computer Science
This is a full GCSE course offered via the OCR examination board (specification J277). The
course consists of 2 units:

01: Computing Systems
Studying the following topics: Systems Architecture, Memory and Storage, Networks,
Network Security, Operating Systems, Ethical/legal/cultural/environmental impacts.
•
•

It is assessed through a written paper lasting 1½ hrs and worth 50% of the qualification.
You have to answer all the questions which are a mixture of multiple choice, short
response and extended response questions.

02: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming
Studying the following topics: Algorithms, Programming Fundamentals, Producing Robust
Programs, Boolean Logic, Programming languages and the IDE
•
•

This is assessed with a written paper lasting 1½ hours and worth 50% of the qualification
You have to answer all the questions. There are two sections:
▫ Section A is short response and extended response questions on the theory
aspects of programming and producing machine code (50/80 marks)
▫
Section B will test the skills of reading/writing/refining algorithms (30/80 marks)

Practical programming skills are emphasized during the course; students have to have a
complete a significant amount of time on programming tasks. The time given has to be
recorded and reported back to the exam board.
The course requires a high standard of technical writing in both of the examinations: good
skills in reading and writing will make a positive difference.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Summary of Assessments
Component
01
02

How it is assessed
•
•
•
•
•
•

Length

Written paper – Non-calculator
80 marks
Written paper – Non-calculator
Two sections:
Section A is short response and extended response
questions (50/80 marks)
Section B will be testing the skills of
reading/writing/refining algorithms (30/80 marks)

1½ hours
1½ hours

Further Education/Career Opportunities
This course is an excellent preparation for future study or work in areas relying on logic or
critical thinking, especially where they are applied to technical problems eg Engineering,
Finance, Management, Science, Medicine and IT. Computer Science is increasingly important
and has great career opportunities due to high demand for professionals who are qualified.
In the Sixth Form at Heart of England we offer A Level Computer Science. This GCSE is a good
preparation for that A Level, as well as a foundation for many other subjects. After school
there are many careers to consider, including Computing/Computer Science, Forensic
Computer Science, Cyber Security, Machine Learning, Penetration Testing, Web Development,
Computer Games Design and E-Sports, all of which require logical thinkers and the skills
developed from this course.
Apprenticeship-degree opportunities for students with an interest in working in the IT
industry are increasing. GCSE (and A Level) Computer Science is an asset to many
organisations.
This subject would suit students who

This subject might not be right for students who

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Enjoy and are good at mathematics
Enjoy science
Enjoy foreign languages, or music (reading
music is good training in de-coding)
Like solving problems – and are prepared
to persist until the problem is solved
Write programs already
Like finding out things about technology
Have good skills at research and writing
Are ambitious

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Any questions? See MRS N SHARPE
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Are below set 2 in maths (there is a lot of maths
and logic in it)
Cannot work in binary
Struggle with Science (especially physics)
Want to know the answer rather than find out for
themselves
Hate computers
Get stuck and give up
Can’t sit still and work at a problem
Cannot look at an abstract and turn it into reality

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Food Preparation and Nutrition - AQA
Aims
This new GCSE will equip you with the knowledge, understanding and skills that you will need to cook.
It will give you the ability to apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.
Students will also develop vital life skills, so that you can feed yourselves and others affordably and
nutritiously.
This is a practical course requiring ingredients to be purchased and brought into school on a regular
basis.

Subject content
Seven units are explored and investigated throughout this course:
1. Food preparation skill - A group of 12 skills will be taught throughout the specification using
practical activities to support pupils’ learning.
2. Food, Nutrition and Health - Exploring the function and role of nutrients and the relationship
between diet and health.
3. Food science - Exploring the scientific side of ingredients and cooking, spending time
understanding the functional and chemical properties of food.
4. Food safety - Exploring the need for good hygiene practices to prevent food poisoning.
5. Food choice - Consumers choose foods and diets for a variety of different reasons. Some of
these will be investigated and applied to the practical aspect of this course.
6. Food provenance - Environmental impact and sustainability of foods will be explored.
7. Food preparation and cooking techniques - This will be assessed through the non-exam
assessment (NEA) element of the specification.

Written exam
A written exam will assess the theory aspect of this course: 1hr 45mins, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE

Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)
Task 1: Food Investigation - 30 marks, 15% of GCSE
Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment (to include a 3 hr practical assessment of the final products) - 70
Marks, 35% of GCSE

This subject would suit students who:

This subject might not be right for
students who

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Want to learn about nutrition and a healthy balanced diet
love to cook and make new products, and enjoy eating and
trying food they have made
Are creative and practical and enjoy learning about what they
are doing/making
Are organised and able to plan their own time or want to
learn how to do this
Want to work as part of a team
Prefer course work to exams

•
•
•

Do not want to learn to cook
Do not like trying their own handy
work
Are practical, but not interested in
the why and how of what they are
making
Are not team players
Are disorganised

This subject recognises qualities which could lead to a food-based career or be useful for life. The
nutritional aspect of this subject would support any medical or sports-based career. A career in Food
Science would also be supported by this qualification.

Any questions? See MRS R BRISCOE
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
BTEC Design - Edexcel
Are you a creative person? Do you want to work in the creative industries? Are you
interested in how to present your work to others? Do you enjoy working with a variety of
materials to produce 3D outcomes? If yes, then BTEC Design might just be the course for you!

Overview:
This course allows you to understand how the world of Design works and what it takes to be
successful in the field. Through a variety of practical tasks you will learn how artists and
designers work; develop and improve your practical making skills, and produce your own
portfolio to show the creative journey you have taken through KS4.
This course is made up of four different units; you will study two in Year 10 and two in Year
11.

Year 10
The first unit in Year 10 is Introduction to Specialist Pathways in Art and Design. During this
unit you will be set a number of briefs that will allow you to develop your practical skills. You
will make products, models and pieces of art using a wide variety of materials and processes.
These products will allow you to understand the process that artists and designers follow in
order to develop creative and unique pieces.
The second unit in Year 10 is Communicating Ideas in 3D. This unit will allow you to develop
your 3D practical skills further and show your understanding of the different methods that
artists and designers use to communicate their ideas to others.

Year 11
The first unit in Year 11 is the Creative Project in Art and Design, which is externally set by
the exam board. You will have time in lessons to fully prepare for this, then a 10 hour exam
to produce your final piece. This unit is to show that you can produce an outcome to a set
brief under timed conditions. You will use the skills and knowledge learnt in Year 10 to help
you do this.
The last unit you will study is Developing an Art and Design Portfolio. You will learn how to
select and pick pieces of your work that showcase your journey through the course and
highlight your skills and best pieces of work. You will produce a website and a written
portfolio that you can use to help you enter the creative industries.
This subject would suit students who
•
•
•
•
•

Enjoy making 3D products
Can complete research and course
work at home
Enjoy using different materials and
processes
Are interested in the world of Art and
Design
Are creative

This subject might not be right for students who
•
•
•
•
•

Prefer doing lots of drawing and 2D work
Do not have the desire to come in at
dinnertimes or do work after school
Have no interest in making things
Are not creative
Have no interest in the world of Art and
Design

Any questions? See MISS A MIDDLEMAS or MISS L CARROLL
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Product Design - AQA
Do you enjoy designing and making? Do you like solving problems? Are you an innovative
and imaginative person? If you can answer yes to these questions, then GCSE Product Design
is the course for you!

Overview
This course allows you to design and make a wide variety of different products that fulfil a
real need. You will use a range of materials that allow you to make realistic, usable products.
You will be taught theory to help enhance your practical skills and to develop your knowledge
of Design and Technology.

Year 10
Throughout Year 10 you will be asked to complete a variety of design and make tasks. You
will be set various briefs and then be expected to carry out meaningful research before
designing and making a number of good quality products. You will work in wood, metal,
plastic, card and paper, and will use CAD/CAM and a wide range of tools and equipment. You
will also have theory lessons where you will look at topics such as materials and their working
properties, modern and smart materials, new and emerging technologies, as well as different
approaches to designing successful products.

Year 11
During this year you will be concentrating on completing the non-exam assessment part of
the course, as well as getting ready for the final exam in the summer.
Non-exam assessment - worth 50% of your final grade. You will be given a design brief from
the exam board and will be expected to produce a design folio and a piece of practical work.
The design folio will consist of investigating, designing, making, analysing and evaluating. The
practical work can be made from wood, metal, plastic or a combination of materials.
Written exam - worth 50% of your final grade. Taken at the end of Year 11, this will test your
knowledge of the theory side of the course. The exam is a mixture of multiple choice, short
answer questions and extended response questions.
This subject might not be right for
students who

This subject would suit students who
•
•
•
•

Enjoy making and want to develop their
practical skills
Have ideas, are creative and are interested
in how products are developed
Enjoy sketching, designing and making
useful products
Are analytical, critical and hardworking.

•
•
•
•
•

Have no interest in the world of design
Do not like making and designing
Are not independent learners
Find it hard to research and evaluate
different points of view.
Just want to make …. there is a lot of
theory!

Any questions? See MRS D VAUGHAN or MISS A MIDDLEMAS
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SOCIAL SCIENCE

Health and Social Care
The OCR Cambridge National in Health and Social Care is an ideal qualification for those
students who want a broad background in health and social care. It is designed to enable
candidates to progress to further education, training or employment. It provides a suitable
basis for further study in this subject or for related courses, which could include Diplomas,
Technical Awards, BTECs, A Levels or Modern Apprenticeships.
Examples of employment to which a student with a Health and Social Care qualification
might progress include; adult or children’s nursing, midwifery, occupational therapy, preschool teaching, youth work, social work and physiotherapy.
The OCR qualification will also help students to develop their learning of skills that can be
applied in other life and work situations, such as:
•
•
•
•

Communicating effectively with individuals or groups
Researching topic areas and recording research sources
Planning creative activities
Creating, presenting/delivering information to a group or an individual

The certificate consists of 3 units of study. The two compulsory units set by OCR are:

Principles of care in health and social care settings (written exam, worth
40%).
This unit is assessed by an exam. In this unit students will learn about key topics that are
important when caring for and protecting people in health and social care. Topics include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The rights of service users in health and social care settings
Person-centred values of care
Effective communication in health and social care
Protecting service users and service providers in health and social care settings

Supporting individuals through life events (internally assessed, worth 30%)
This unit is assessed by a ‘Set Assignment’. In this unit students will learn about growth and
development through the life stages. Students will also learn how to understand the needs
of individuals who have been affected by life events and how to recommend support to
meet their needs. Topics include:
1. Life stages
2. Impacts of life events
3. Sources of support
Students will also study a further 1 unit (internally assessed coursework, worth 30%).
This could include: Creative and therapeutic activities or Health promotion campaigns.
This subject would suit students who

This subject might not be
right for students who

•

•

•
•

Enjoy coursework, not just exams. Coursework is worth 60% of
the overall mark so students must enjoy this element of the
course
Are interested in how people develop and change during their life
Want to pursue a career as a health and social care professionals

Any questions? See MISS N SMITH
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•
•

Do not like extended
writing
Find it difficult to organise
themselves
Who want to focus only
on childcare

CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Art and Design: Fine Art
The aim of this challenging and successful GCSE course is to develop the skills of individual
students towards becoming independent artists and designers. We aim to help you gain the
confidence and skills necessary to work creatively in lively and exciting ways.
You will be given the opportunity to develop a range of skills so that you can thoroughly
explore your creative ideas using a wide range of materials and techniques.
There are two units in this course:
•
•

Art and Design - Portfolio 60%
Art and Design - Externally Set Task 40%

Portfolio
The Portfolio is 60% of the final mark and during the course of this unit you will have the
opportunity to cover: drawing and painting, printmaking, mixed media, experimental
imagery, digital imaging, fabric work and photography. The first projects will be teacher led
but increasingly you will explore your own ideas as the course progresses.

Set Task
In the January of Year 11 you will be given a list of starting points for your final project. You
then spend 3-4 months independently creating a project responding to one of these starting
points. There will be a ten hour, two day examination at the end of the course. During the
two days you will complete a final piece of art work which summarises and concludes your
project.
This subject would suit students who

This subject might not be right for students who

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Can work independently
Engage in creative activities at home
Enjoy looking at artwork
Feel confident about their art skills

Struggle to explore creative ideas
Don’t create artwork in their spare time
Don’t enjoy artistic experiences
Struggle to produce skilful artwork

The skills developed in Art and Design are valuable in many ways. Colleges, universities and
employers will value the creativity, high level thinking skills and problem-solving abilities
that you will acquire as you progress through GCSE Art and Design.
The UK has an excellent worldwide reputation for its creative industries and Art makes a
huge contribution to our economy. Possible career paths might include Architecture,
Graphic Design, Photography, Jewellery Design, Marketing, Advertising, Illustration, Games
Design, Fashion and Textiles and Industrial Design.
Any questions? See MISS R DEAKIN
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CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Art and Design: Photography
The aim of this GCSE Art course is to provide you with the opportunity to demonstrate your
ability to explore and create exciting artwork through a series of photographic assignments.
You will learn how to express yourself creatively using traditional and new media to produce
outcomes such as documentary work, photojournalism, experimental imagery,
photomontage, digital images, animation and video.
There are two units in this course:
•
•

Art and Design - Portfolio 60%
Art and Design - Set Task 40%

Portfolio
The Portfolio is 60% of the final mark and during the course of this unit you will have the
opportunity to cover: darkroom skills, using cameras, exposure and lighting techniques and
digital manipulation of images using Photoshop. You will learn about genres such as
documentary, landscape and portrait photography and hopefully you will develop your own
unique photographic style. The first assignments will be teacher led but increasingly you
will explore your own ideas as the course progresses.

Set Task
In the January of Year 11 you will be given a list of starting points for your final project. You
then spend 3-4 months independently creating a project responding to one of these starting
points. There will be a ten hour, two day examination at the end of the course. During the
two days you will complete a final piece of art work which summarises and concludes your
project.
This subject would suit students who

This subject might not be right for
students who

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Can work independently and take risks
Love taking photographs
Engage in creative activities at home
Enjoy looking at artwork
Feel confident about their photographic
skills

Are reluctant to explore creative ideas
Don’t create artwork in their spare time
Don’t enjoy artistic experiences
Don’t feel confident about their photo
skills

The skills developed in Photography are valuable in many ways. Colleges, universities and
employers will value the confidence, creativity, technical skills and problem-solving abilities
that you will acquire as you progress through this course.
Any questions? See MISS R DEAKIN
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CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Drama - OCR
“GCSE Drama is helping me develop my communication and team work skills. I want to be
involved in performance when I’m older but these skills will help with any career.” Zoe,
Former Drama Student

What will I learn?
Unit 1 (30%): You will use Drama techniques to explore different stimulus materials. You will
then use what you know to devise and perform your own piece. You will also evidence your
ideas in a portfolio. You could choose to be a designer instead of performer in this unit.
Unit 2 (30%): You will perform two extracts from a play. You will also produce a short
document about your intentions. You could choose to be a designer instead of performer in
this unit.
Unit 3 (40%): You will study a play and see a live performance. You will answer questions on
these in a written exam.

How will I be assessed?
For Unit 1 you are assessed by your teacher and Unit 2 you are assessed by an examiner.
You will be assessed on a performance or designs of your own devised work for Unit 1 and
part of a play for Unit 2. You will need to show your knowledge of drama conventions and
characterisation. Your coursework has a focus on your evaluation of what you have done
and why you have done it.
Unit 3 (the exam) is assessed on your creative and evaluative skills.

What skills will I develop?
Drama is highly valued by employers because it teaches you skills that can apply to any job:
•
•
•
•

communication
presentation skills
confidence to speak in front of groups of people
working as a team

•
•
•
•

working well under pressure
meeting deadlines
problem solving
creativity

Design Option:
If you are interested in the design elements of Drama, rather than being on the stage, you
can choose to follow the Design Option instead of Performance. Here you will still work
creatively with a performance group, but you will design the costume, set, sound or lighting
for the performance and be assessed on your creative ideas and the final designs being used
in the final performance.
This subject would suit students who

This subject might not be right for students who

•
•
•
•

•

Can work independently
Are creative
Can work with a range of people
Can focus in a group task

•
•

Find it hard to stay on task when working with
others
Find analysis and evaluation difficult
Are shy about performing in front of others

Any questions? See MR R TAYLOR
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CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Music - OCR
What is the course about?
The OCR GCSE in Music builds upon knowledge and skills acquired in Key Stage 3 music.
Students study music through the combined disciplines of performing (30%), composing
(30%), listening and evaluating (40%).

What will I learn?
To become a self-starter and develop emotional intelligence
- You will be required to think independently not just learn facts, you will need to be
self-critical and required to act on this in a positive way.
To be stretched
- Studying music is a challenge as you develop skills to pay attention to detail and to
improve your own work.
To develop qualities sought by employers
- GCSE Music helps you develop discipline, confidence and the ability to accept
criticism, making you an ideal candidate for a job in the future.

What will I have to do?
60% of marks are for performing and composing:
4 minutes of performance on your instrument/voice/DJ-ing/Sequencing and 3 minutes of
composition across two pieces of work. This is Non-examined assessment.
40% The Listening paper will encompass a wide range of Areas of Study featuring the best of
British and greatest of global music. Externally assessed through an exam.

What next?
Steve Jobs said, ‘my success was due to having hired artists and musicians fascinated by
technology rather than computer geeks’
A GCSE in Music opens many doors to a number of careers, not just those in music.
•
•
•

Engineering (innovation and creativity)
Law (communication skills)
Management (self-motivation)
This subject might not be right for
students who:

This subject will suit students who:
•
•
•
•

Are able to work independently
Are open to understanding multiple interpretations
Creative
Enjoy problem solving

Any questions? See MRS HENTON or MRS WINDEBANK
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•
•
•

Struggle to listen
Are not willing to create their own
ideas
Do not like taking risks

CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Media Studies - AQA
What is the course about?
GCSE Media Studies will appeal to people who enjoy ‘reading’ the media. The course
encourages students to be critical of the media products they see. Assessment is through a
combination of practical skills, knowledge of media institutions and analysis of media
products.

What will I learn?
You will study a range of different media institutions including; film, advertising,
newspapers, pop music, magazines.
You will also be required to undertake a practical production creating media products of
your own and analysing them.
The examination will be based on your understanding from a range of Close Study Products
which you will explore throughout the course.
The course is designed to widen your understanding of how media companies work, the
types of jobs people perform within them and the ways in which audiences are influenced
by them.

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed through written coursework with a practical production (30%), and two
examinations (70%).

Further Education/Career Opportunities
A GCSE in Media Studies can lead to a variety of careers or courses of further study. It is
possible to continue onto AS/A Level Media Studies. There are also opportunities to
undertake vocational qualifications in the media or communication. These courses can lead
to further university studies and careers in television, journalism, radio presentation,
advertising, film and in the teaching profession.
This subject would suit students who

This subject might not be right for students
who

•
•
•

•
•

Have good analytical skills
Have the ability to be creative
Work well independently as well as in
groups

Any questions? See MS L FERGUSON
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Don’t like writing analytical essays
Don’t enjoy approaching texts in critical
ways

CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
Physical Education - OCR
How I will be assessed?
•
•
•
•

OCR GCSE PE is divided into three parts:
Practical Performance = 30% (60 marks)
Theoretical Knowledge = 60% (120 marks)
Coursework = 10% (20 marks)

Practical Performance:
The practical element of the course is worth 30% of the overall mark and you will have to
submit three practical activities. Each practical activity is marked out of 20, giving you a
total of 60 marks for the Practical area of the course.
Performance of three activities is taken from the two approved lists. These lists can be
found at OCR GCSE (9-1) Physical Education J587 Guide to Non-exam Assessment (NEA) - Version
1.5 (September 2021). Also, in this document you will find the ‘Assessment Criteria’ for each
activity. You have to show core skills, advanced skills, physical attributes that contribute to
your performance and evidence of decision making.
The two lists of activities are either ‘individual’ or ‘team’ activities. One activity has to be
taken from the ‘individual’ list and one from the ‘team’ list. The third activity can come
from either list. Please look carefully at the list of activities, as these have been dramatically
reduced from the previous specification. The marking of the practical activities has become
far more stringent over the last two years.

Theoretical Knowledge:
The theory element of the course is worth 60% of the overall grade. There are two
examinations: Component one and Component two. Each examination is 1 hour long and
worth 30% of the total GCSE. The examination consists of multiple-choice questions and
short answer questions that range from 2 – 6 marks. There is a total of 60 marks for each
examination. Both examinations will take place in the summer of Year 11.

What will I Learn?
Component One: Physical factors affecting performance, 30% (60 marks)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Skeletal System
Bones (names and types)
Types of Movement
Joints Structure and Function
Movement Analysis, types of levers and
planes of movement
Muscular System (Movement and Function)
The Cardiovascular System (Structure and
function)

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Respiratory System (structure
and function)
Short and Long Term Effects of
Exercise on the Body
Principles of Training
Training Methods
Injuries and Injury Prevention
Components of Fitness
Methods of Exercise Training

Component Two: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology, 30% (60 marks)
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Mental Preparation
Media in Sport
Ethics in Sport
Characteristics of Skilful Movement
Skill Classification
Goal Setting
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Types of Guidance
Types of Feedback
Health Fitness and Well-Being
Diet and Nutrition
Government Initiatives and Trends in
Participation

CREATIVE AND PERFORMANCE
There is a wide range of topics covered, with all of the topics having the emphasis on
leading a healthy and balanced lifestyle. There is an expectation that students will be able
to collect and analyse data throughout the course.

Coursework
The coursework element is worth 10% (20 marks) of your grade. There is one course work
task where you will have to analyse and evaluate performance. This will be done once the
content from Component One and Component Two of the course have been covered. This
work is done under controlled assessment conditions mid-way through year 11.

What skills will I develop?
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Practical skills across different sports
Written communication
Working independently
Working in groups

Debating/discussion skills
Problem solving
Verbal communication
Analysis and interpretation of data

Further Education/Career Opportunities
Students who successfully complete this GCSE will have a large number of choices open to
them.
• Access to A Level PE and University courses
• Vocational BTEC or HND courses
• Work in the leisure industry
• Sports Development
• Sports Coaching
The study of Physical Education can also lead to careers in Sports Science, Coaching,
Education and Physiotherapy to name a few.
This subject would suit students who
•
•
•
•

This subject might not be right for
students who

Are passionate about PE, sport and performing
Are willing to work hard practically and in
theory lessons
Have a strong practical ability
Might be considering PE as a pathway into
further education

Any questions? See MISS N SYKES
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•
•

•

Are not strong practical performers
Do not have a strong interest in
learning about the theoretical side
of PE
Are not willing to work hard in
theory and practical settings

BUSINESS
Business Studies - AQA
Why take Business Studies?
We all come into contact with businesses every day – when we buy things, use goods and
services, or even just observe adverts. The vast majority of us have to work for some kind of
business organisation. This course will help you to understand how businesses work and
what influences their decisions; it will also prepare you for the world of work.

What will I learn?
The course is divided into two units:
•
•

Influences of operations and HRM on business activity
Influences of marketing and finance on business activity

Each unit covers these themes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Business in the real world
Influences on business
Business operations
Human resources
Marketing
Finance

How will I be assessed?
At the end of the course, there are two exams of 1hour 45mins. They are equally weighted.

What skills will I develop?
•
•
•

The ability to evaluate the effectiveness and success of a business
An understanding of the role of different stakeholders within a business
The ability to evaluate the societal factors impacting on the growth of a business

Further Education/Career Opportunities
GCSE Business Studies provides you with an awareness and understanding of a wide range
of business concepts and enables you to make an informed choice with regard to selecting
your future career or education pathways.
Students successfully completing the course have the opportunity to pursue a range of
vocational or academic opportunities including A Level Business Studies or A Level
Economics.
This subject would suit students who
•
•
•

Have an interest in the theory of business
growth and development
Are interested in engaging with real life
business case studies
Are Alan Sugar’s potential Young Apprentices!

Any questions? See MS L FERGUSON
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This subject might not be right for
students who
• Are not interested in theoretical
work
• Don’t enjoy developing the skills of
evaluating and analysing
• Don’t like revising for exams

Name: ....................................................................
Tutor Group: ...............

Year 9 Options 2022 – Example only
Choice 1
Choose one humanities option:
Geography
History

Choice 2
Choose one language option:
French
German
Spanish ab initio *

Choice 3
Choose two other subjects, marking them 1 and 2
in order of preference:
Art
Art Photography
Business Studies
Computer Science
Design Btec
Drama
Food & Nutrition
French
Geography
German
Health & Social Care
History
Media Studies
Music
PE
Product Design
Separate Sciences

Complete your options online by Wednesday 16 March
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