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Re: September 2021 Return Arrangements 

 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

We hope that you and your family have had an enjoyable summer holiday.  We are 
writing with regards to the arrangements for the new school year and how we will 
welcome students back to school. 

As you will be aware, schools have been asked to complete two Lateral Flow Tests on 
students when they return, with the second test taking place 3-5 days after the first.  The 
purpose of this is to identify any students who may be asymptomatic (showing no 
symptoms) when school returns.  In order to complete this we will be operating a 
staggered return to school, in line with schools across the borough.  When a year group is 
in school, they will be in for the whole day. 
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The government has advised that the original consent given by parents / carers is still 
applicable.  However, we want to ensure that you are still happy for your child to 
participate in the Lateral Flow Testing.  As such we have created a very brief online form 
for you to complete that indicates you are still happy for your child to have the Lateral 
Flow Test at school.  The short online form will ask you for your child’s Name, Year Group, 
Your Name and your child’s Date of Birth (if you have more than one child you will need 
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to complete the form for each child; we will write to new Year 7 parents separately with a 
link for them to complete giving consent).  

Year 8-13 Link:  https://zfrmz.eu/peACd2oPbmlSXvdEZSrs 

Please complete this form as soon as possible, but no later than 4pm on Tuesday 31st 
August. 

Please be assured that participation in the Lateral Flow Testing is entirely voluntary and 
no one will be compelled to participate. 

We include further information such as the Privacy notice related to Lateral Flow Testing 
to this communication.  

What will happen if my child has a positive Lateral Flow Test? 

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay at 
home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19. 
 
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. 

If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it 
overrides the self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual 
doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 

What are the new arrangements if someone tests positive for COVID-19 from 
September? 

Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will 
no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive 
case and/or their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only 
be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case and/or their parent specifically 
identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of 
individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the 
close contact. You may be contacted in exceptional cases to help with identifying close 
contacts, as currently happens in managing other infectious diseases. 

18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th 
birthday, to allow them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. At which point, they will 
be subject to the same rules as adults and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they 
will need to self-isolate if identified as a close contact. 

What happens if someone in our household has COVID-19? 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone 
with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the 
following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

https://zfrmz.eu/peACd2oPbmlSXvdEZSrs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close 
contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all 
individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 
months who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should 
continue to attend school as normal. They do not need to wear a face covering within the 
school, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on 
public or dedicated transport. 

Does my child need to wear a mask? 

Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in 
communal areas. 

The government has removed the requirement to wear face coverings in law but expects 
and recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may 
come into contact with people you don’t normally meet. This includes public transport 
and dedicated transport to school or college. 

What should I do if my child is showing symptoms or is ill? 

Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate 
and what to do. Please do not send your child to school if they are showing symptoms 
associated with COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss of, or 
change in, your normal sense of taste or smell), they have had a positive test result or 
other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-
19 (for example, they are required to quarantine). 
 
Anyone who develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, will be sent home and 
directed to follow public health advice. 
 

Absence, symptoms or test results related to Covid-19 should be communicated to us as 

quickly as possible via COVID@heart-england.co.uk.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

J. Hughes-Williams   G. Bennett 

Principal     Vice-Principal 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
mailto:COVID@heart-england.co.uk

