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NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for staff and students  

Dear Parent/Carer 

We are working hard to keep Heart of England School as safe as possible. You may have 
heard that the offer of testing for all pupils without coronavirus symptoms is beginning 
across the country using COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow tests’.  

Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing we 
will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as possible. 
The test is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it. 

You may have heard discussion in the press with regards to these tests.  The intention is 
that upon the return to school, pupils will be offered three Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests 
spaced three to five days apart (minimum three days). This is so students have 
undertaken some testing in a supervised setting, and have had the chance to familiarise 
themselves with self-swabbing. 

Once pupils have been tested three times at school, they will be provided with test kits 
for regular twice weekly testing at home.  On 5th March the DFE will issue further advice 
and guidance about the transition from school to home testing and this will be shared 
with all parents/carers. 

If you are happy for your child to be tested, please complete the online consent form that 
you can access following the link below.  If you have more than one child at school you 
will need to complete a consent form for each child.   

If your child has been attending school as part of our provision for critical 
workers/vulnerable students, please resubmit your consent using the link below. 

• https://zfrmz.eu/EUr3Q5Ab4KTnpmJ1Qc3b 

Any student attending school who is 16 or over will need to complete their own online 
consent form.  We would encourage you to discuss this carefully with your child when 
they are making their decision and should they decide to participate, you should use the 
link provided in this correspondence so that they can consent. 

So that we are best able to plan and accommodate our on-site testing I would be 
grateful if you could complete the consent form by 3pm on Thursday 4th March.   

Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The tests are quick and easy 
using a swab of the nose and throat. For under 18s, staff can oversee the swab process. 

Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will be informed so it is 
important that you record your mobile phone details on the consent form so these can 
be sent to you. A pupil will only be told if they test positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test.   

The Department of Health and DFE are confident that these tests work - in validation 
studies conducted by Oxford University and Public Health England, they were shown to be 
as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR test (99.68% specificity). The tests have lower 
sensitivity but they are better at picking up cases when a person has higher viral load, 
hence the need to test frequently. 

Testing will be offered free of charge. 



 

Attached to this correspondence are some FAQs with regards to Lateral Flow Testing. 

In order to allay any concerns about what the testing site might look like and what might 
be involved, we are in the process of finalising a very brief video that we will share with 
you very shortly.  We will support our staff and pupils throughout, please contact us if you 
need this information in any other language or format or if you have any questions by 
emailing enquiries@heart-england.co.uk   

The Return of Students to School 
As you will appreciate, we are working hard to finalise our arrangements for welcoming 
students back to school in as safe a way as possible, ensuring that all members of our 
community are safe.  We will write with further details next week to clarify the 
arrangements that will be in place. 

Bus services 
On Monday 8th March all bus services will resume.  All students who paid for a bus pass 
for this term should have received their pass.  If you haven’t paid for a pass and would like 
a pass for the remainder of this term, or paid and haven’t yet been issued with your 
permanent pass, please contact transport@heart-england.co.uk by Tuesday 2nd 
March.  We will endeavour to post passes out to students ready for returning to 
school.  Further details will be sent out in due course regarding credits for those who paid 
for a full term’s bus pass in advance. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

J. Hughes-Williams 
Principal 
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