
 

Lateral Flow Testing: FAQs 

Do I have to test?  

Testing is entirely voluntary. However, we would like to encourage everyone to join in the 
asymptomatic testing programme to help break transmission links by identifying those that may be 
carrying the virus unknowingly 

What are the age ranges for testing? 

Children aged 11 and above are able to participate in the testing.  If your child has any additional 

needs, staff will be able to offer assistance with the process if needed. 

Why can’t we start test at home and stop using our Asymptomatic Test Sites?  

It is important that initially pupils and students are supervised whilst swabbing to make sure they are 

doing it correctly. This is why testing will initially take place on-site.  It is with this in mind that 

schools and colleges are being asked to offer three on-site tests, three to five days apart. Testing on-

site initially is a condition of being able to transition pupils and students to test at home. 

What if a pupil tests positive? 

Participating staff and pupils who test positive will be informed about their results individually. 

Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be notified. We will require a 

parent / carer to collect their child and take them home and self-isolation should begin in line with 

government guidance. 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

What happens if the test is negative?  

They will be able to stay in Heart of England School and resume their activities as normal. A pupil will 

only be told if they test positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test, so if you do not hear you can assume it was 

negative. A small number of pupils may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for 

some reason. 

What if my child develops symptoms? 

This testing programme at Heart of England School is for people with no symptoms. If your child 

develops symptoms at any time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or 

change to their sense of smell or taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 

119 (England, Wales and Northern Ireland) or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

