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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
“All that is gold does not glitter, 

Not all those who wander are lost; 
The old that is strong does not wither, 

Deep roots are not reached by the frost.” 
JRR Tolkien 

Here we are at the end of a term and a year like no other. 

As you will see from our latest data, linked to the school reward system, a 
significant number of merits have been awarded to pupils this half-term. The 
vast majority of our children are making excellent choices every single day and 
many have achieved the gold standard of being exemplary in their conduct and 
attitude to learning.  Our attendance is holding up extremely well and, to date, 
we have only had to ask fractions of year group bubbles to isolate on a small 
number of occasions.  

In the verse of poetry above Tolkien speaks too of gold, winter and looking at 
things from different angles. He reflects on the value of that which endures. 

This reminded me of Kintsugi. 

Kintsugi is the Japanese art of putting broken pottery pieces back together with 
gold. This ancient practice is built on the idea that in embracing flaws, 
vulnerabilities and imperfections you can create an even stronger, more 
beautiful artefact than the original.  

Many levels of continuity have been broken this year in so many aspects of life 
and we have all had to navigate limitation, restriction and uncertainty.   Whilst 
we continue to strive for the best, we all have to deal with imperfection and 
there is much work yet to be done in terms of social and academic recovery.  In 
doing this it is our values that endure and provide the collective strength, as a 
community, to continue to rise to the challenges presented to us all.  I hope that 
you have a safe and restful holiday.  Enjoy the lights and be as kind as you can - 
it is not a weakness and may yet prove the golden glue of our age. 

J Hughes-Williams, Principal 

YEAR 11 NEWS 
In response to some frequently 
asked questions Miss Owen has 
recorded an additional information 
video for parents that accompanies 
the first video that went out before 
October half term. 

 FAQ/Queries Video

 Updates on DfE
Announcements 

We will update parents regarding 
the new announcement from the 
government about additional 
guidance for exams once we receive 
more information. 

 Year 11 Mock Exams
Assembly 

SIXTH FORM
APPLICATIONS 
We are now accepting applications 
for Heart of England Sixth Form and 
we are aware that some students 
will be applying to other 
institutions. Miss Owen has sent out 
a covering letter regarding grades 
via ParentMail – if you have missed 
it please contact your child’s tutor 
who can send you a copy. 

The deadline for Sixth Form 
applications is Friday 8 January at 12 
Noon. Please email all applications 
to BruceE@heart-england.co.uk 

The application can be found here: 
https://heart-england.co.uk/sixth-
form-prospectus-application/ 

Any questions? email 
enrolment@heart-england.co.uk 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
The Spring Term is always the time 
when we have most of our Parents’ 
Evenings and next term will be no 
different. 

We will be starting virtual Parents’ 
Evenings in the new year beginning 
with Year 12 and moving on to other 
year groups. More details will follow in 
the new year. 

BEHAVIOUR SYSTEM 

We are making some tweaks to our 
behaviour system from January. 
Pupils will have assemblies 
explaining the differences to them 
during the first week back. Here is a 
short explainer video for parents: 

 Behaviour Changes Video

http://www.heart-england.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/HoE_School
https://youtu.be/7Xp7evnDO3M
https://youtu.be/A1aJbWfVgDU
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https://youtu.be/9p-EWjdhyWI
https://youtu.be/9p-EWjdhyWI
mailto:BruceE@heart-england.co.uk
https://heart-england.co.uk/sixth-form-prospectus-application/
https://heart-england.co.uk/sixth-form-prospectus-application/
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https://youtu.be/pn9455Sty0c


PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT 
At Heart of England we are constantly 
striving to be the best classroom 
practitioners that we can be. As part of 
the ongoing professional development 
of our staff we will be using new video 
equipment in some lessons. The IRIS 
Connect system is developed from 
research and best practice in supporting 
teachers and schools to enhance 
expertise through self-reflection, 
enquiry, building teacher learning 
communities and coaching. Adhering to 
a strict code of conduct, videos are 
captured within classrooms and stored 
securely on a closed network to enable 
our teachers to share snippets of their 
practice with each other and discuss and 
reflect. 

If any parents have questions about this 
please address them to office@heart-
england.co.uk 

ADMISSIONS
CONSULTATION 
Heart of England School is consulting 
on its admission arrangements for 
2022-23 from 20 December 2020 to 31 
January 2021.  If you have any 
comments or views you should send 
them to Anne Lycett, Chair of 
Governors at 

 office@heart-england.co.uk

or to Heart of England School, Gipsy 
Lane, Balsall Common CV7 7FW by 
5pm on 31 January 2021. 

 Admissions Consultation for Heart
of England School 2022-23

YEARS 11 & 13
SUMMER EXAMS 
If a candidate misses all GCSE or A 
level assessments in a subject due to 
sickness related to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), or the need to self-isolate 
and is unable to access the special 
consideration process, they will be 
eligible to sit a single contingency 
paper. This will take place between 28 
June to 16 July 2021 and timetabled 
to allow at least a 10-day gap after 
each subject’s final paper in the main 
series. 

JCQ have started writing this 
timetable but, until it is published, it 
would be sensible to make sure you 
are available until 16th July. 

BOOK CLUBS 
The English department run two book clubs on TEAMS: one for Year 7 students and one for KS4 students.  We 
meet informally each week from the comfort of our homes to discuss, debate and enthuse about the books we are 
reading. Each month we choose a book that we will all read and we provide you with this to go away and enjoy. 

If you would like to be a part of either group, please email mclarnonc@heart-england.co.uk or mention it to your 
English teacher or form tutor.  Everyone is welcome. We are a friendly bunch, so if you love to read or are looking 
for fresh ideas about what to read, come and join us! 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
 Miss Peters Year 7 tutor group have been making use of their time in the morning learning sign language. They even

had a go at a signing a Christmas carol!

 Miss Shah’s tutor group have been spreading joy amongst all teachers this December by nominating a teacher each
day to receive a small (Covid secure) advent gift.

 George in Year 8 initiated his own charity run every day for the four weeks of lockdown II to raise money for
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre & Maggie’s Cancer Support. He went out every evening in all weather, never
complaining and raised an amazing £2028 for the two charities.  George spent the morning at Maggie’s Centre
where it was explained to him how much this money is going to help support people.

MERIT POINTS 
Once again, a huge number of merits have been awarded to students this half term. Well done to all those students who 
regularly go beyond the basic expectations and work with excellent attitude and outcomes.  
35, 874 merit points were awarded in total this half term. This was made up of:  

26, 919 3,497 358 218 

In addition to this 400 students have not received a single demerit this half term. Their attitude and conduct is exemplary. 
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