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Welcome
Our Principal, Jacqueline Hughes-Williams, her Leadership Team 
and the Governing Body are passionate about leading Heart of 
England School.  The bedrock of our shared vision is ‘Creating 
Futures’ for each and every one of our students. 

To make this vision a reality, students, parents, teachers and 
governors, need to work together in partnership sharing the 
same values. Our school values are:

• Honesty: trust is about being candid with one another; 
relationships work best in this climate

• Determination: success is built on hard work; facing 
challenges and conquering them, creating opportunities 
to achieve more than we thought we could

• Courage: taking risks, aspiring to be adventurous; being 
brave enough to try new things without fear of making 
mistakes en route to excellence

• Humour: an essential ingredient; discovering the joy of 
learning to move forward through collaboration, listening 
and laughter

• Kindness: to experience the generosity of others; 
understanding that we are all part of the learning 
community, striving towards being our best

Putting these values at the heart of everything we do makes our 
school a great place to learn and for students to thrive.

By choosing Heart of England School you are entrusting your 
child’s future to us.  You have our absolute commitment to do 
everything we can to successfully deliver on that investment.

Chair of Governors

“Heart of England is a community, where students and teachers care 
greatly about the school. The opportunities the school has presented 
to me have encouraged me to develop academically and as a well-
rounded individual.”

George Hancox, Head Boy



Creating Futures
Your child’s future and happiness are central 
to our vision.  Our school has a clear sense of 
educational direction and we believe everyone has 
the potential to excel.  We strive for one standard 
– the best imaginable.

The educational landscape is ever shifting.  We 
have held true to the principle of a broad and 
balanced curriculum which is now advocated by 
Ofsted.  We believe in informed academic choice 
and are well equipped to respond honestly to 
change whilst maintaining a sharp awareness of 
educational tradition and practice informed by 
research. Our Key Stage 3 program of study is 
rigorous and lays deeper foundations upon which 
to build success at GCSE, post sixteen and beyond.  
Our pastoral support system ensures that our 
children are in the best possible frame of mind 

for learning and reflects our deep commitment to 
ensure no child is invisible at Heart of England. 

We offer a rich range of extra-curricular 
experiences.  Our excellent sports, art, drama, 
music, dance and media facilities add depth and 
diversity to our curriculum and community, helping 
to enrich our students’ cultural knowledge.  Our 
goal is to enhance their capacity to contribute and 
participate broadly in the workplace and society 
long after they have left our school.

Our mission is to educate with intent in an 
authentic values driven culture. Our staff are 
dedicated and share the belief that education 
should be sustainably exceptional every day.

Welcome to Heart of England – the design room of 
futures.

Principal

“Leaders expect teachers to know their pupils well, and 
they do.”

Ofsted, October 2018



Learning by Design
Our philosophy of Learning by Design is quite 
simple: we educate with purpose.  Design is 
synonymous with creativity of thought and 
the courage to forge success out of facing 
challenges without fear of failure.  Our de-
sign is to equip students with the skills and 
attributes that will help secure good lives.  
We value determination and aim to 
inspire by igniting passionate curiosity and 
creativity.  Self-motivation and drive are 

qualities prized by employers, as are skills 
such as: excellent communication, numeracy, 
planning and organising, problem solving, 
decision making and the ability to be both 
analytical and evaluative.  We encourage our 
students to stick at what is difficult rather 
than settling for what is easy.  By focusing 
upon personal accountability and individual 
choice the future is not just a place we all get 
to go, it is a place we can create together.

“The teachers at Heart of England were always happy to offer 
additional academic support if I needed it, and the school itself 
offered many unique opportunities which helped to enrich my 
application for applying to study medicine at university. I have always 
found the teachers and tutors at the school and sixth form incredibly 
helpful and supportive of my ambition to study medicine, and it has 
been a pleasure to have been a student at Heart of England school 
for the last seven years.”

Annabel Rowley, Former Student and Head Girl



Curriculum
Many schools talk about having a ‘broad and 
balanced curriculum’ but what does that 
mean at Heart of England? 

For us it means that students should have 
every opportunity to build on their learning 
from primary school and develop further 
knowledge and understanding of core 
subjects. It is also a time to discover new 
interests, skills and talents which they have 
time to develop and refine. As such we want 
our curriculum offer to be a greenhouse 
rather than a hot-house so that our students 
can flourish, feel successful and achieve 
highly. 

In addition to this the curriculum serves a 
broader purpose. Much of modern life is 
dictated by algorithms; providing us with 
more of what we know and like. Part of the 

job of the curriculum is to break this and 
introduce pupils to new ideas, concepts and 
tastes. 

In the wake of the removal of levels we 
made the most of our academy freedoms 
and completely re-designed our KS3 
curriculum. Our KS3 is designed by subject 
specialists who have considered the specific 
knowledge that children should access in 
that subject and the sequence in which 
it should be taught so that it can be best 
understood, retained and used in deeper 
thinking.  

We are fully committed to a 3 year Key 
Stage 3 that aims to develop skilful learners 
who are ready to take on the challenge 
of a new era of GCSEs and paves the way 
for success at GCSE rather than covering 

repetitive content. Starting from Year 7 we 
have a programme of study that is designed 
to furnish our students with the knowledge 
and skills they will need to have mastered by 
the end of Year 9 in order to be successful in 
their GCSE studies.

When it comes to GCSE our students have 
a balance of compulsory study and choice. 
Students do not follow pathways but are 
free to choose within the parameters of the 
timetable and Department for Education 
expectations those subjects which best suit 
their aspirations and their areas of skill. 

Similarly at Sixth Form students have a 
wide choice of A level subjects and are 
encouraged to research which options will 
best enable them to fulfil their ambitions 
and to keep doors open to their futures.

“I am again blessed and feeling very humble… Heart of England never 
fails our child or us as parents.”

Mrs Bridgeman, Year 9 Parent



Key Stage 3

Students study the following subjects: 

• English*
• Mathematics*
• Science**
• Art
• Drama
• Music
• Physical Education*
• Geography
• History
• Religious Studies
• Computer Science
• French, German or Spanish* (some 

students may study two of these in 
Year 9)

• Technology: Product Design and Food

 * these subjects are usually taught  
    in sets from Year 7 
 ** taught in sets from Year 8

Key Stage 4

In Year 10 and 11 students all study the 
core subjects below:

• English Language & English Literature
• Mathematics
• Science
• Religious Studies
• Core Physical Education

Students can then choose further courses 
of study from the following selection:

• Art/Art Photography
• Art and Design BTEC
• Business Studies
• Computer Science
• Drama
• Food Preparation & Nutrition
• French, German, Spanish
• Geography
• Health & Social Care
• History
• Media Studies or Creative iMedia
• Music
• Physical Education
• Product Design
• Religious Studies

Curriculum

“Pupils’ attainment is above the national average. This includes the 
proportion of pupils gaining a strong and standard pass in the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc) qualification.”

Ofsted, October 2018



Student Progress
Progress is at the very heart of our school and our commitment 
to create futures.  Assessment of student progress happens 
regularly, through both formal and informal assessments.  Our 
commitment is to use the work your child produces to celebrate 
their success whilst also identifying any gaps and addressing 
these through responsive teaching.

You will receive regular updates on your child’s progress and 
achievement in all of their subjects as well as annual Parents’ 
Evenings.  All parents have access to INSIGHT, our online system 
that enables you to see your child’s timetable, progress reviews 
and any homework that has been set as well as the facility to 
contact subject teachers directly.

Your child will have their own House Tutor who they will see 
each morning for registration.  The House Tutor is your first 
point of contact for any questions or queries you or your child 
might have and they, along with the Pastoral Manager, will help 
to track and monitor your child’s progress in school.

For those students who may require additional help at school, 
our Inclusion Department can help support students in and 
out of the classroom.  We also offer a supervised lunchtime 
homework club throughout the week.

“I came to Heart of England thinking I was a teacher, but 
in actuality the culture of the school is such that I was as 
much a student as the children in the learning process: 
to such an extent that more often than not I went home 
reinvigorated!”

Mr Abbass Karimjee, Teacher



Pastoral Support
Our aim is to ensure that every child feels valued, 
recognised and supported.

Every student is part of one of our four Houses, 
each with a dedicated Pastoral Manager who 
ensures effective care, guidance and support is 
afforded to all.  As non-teaching members of staff, 
our Pastoral Managers are able to respond to 
needs as they arise.  Your child’s Pastoral Manager 
will work closely alongside class teachers and you 
to help ensure that your child achieves their best.

Our Pastoral Managers will build a strong 
relationship with both you and your child during 
their time with us.  Their experience in working 

with young people can be invaluable in supporting 
students in some of life’s challenges:

• Friendship Issues
• Stress/Anxiety
• Bullying
• Social Media
• Divorce/Separation
• Bereavement

“Heart of England school is a place where the culture is so different 
from where I have worked before and it’s a culture that works! The 
staff are so supportive and really work hard to provide the best for 
the students as a collective. I am proud to be part of this team.”

Miss Jennifer Windebank, Staff Member



Enrichment
We recognise that challenging our students academically is 
only one part of our role.  As such, we aim to offer a variety of 
opportunities to broaden our students range across the key 
stages.

Heart of England has a proud and successful sporting heritage 
with plenty of teams for students to join.  We offer sports such 
as football, cricket, hockey, netball, basketball, athletics, rugby 
and tennis.

Debate is central to development and our debating clubs 
have secured much success at competition level.  Students 
with an interest in the Performing Arts are well catered for, 
with opportunities to join or start their own band, learn 
an instrument through County Music Services or taking an 
active part (performing or otherwise) in the annual school 
production. Music is flourishing at our school and our bands, 
choirs, chamber orchestra and school orchestra provide brilliant 
opportunities for participation.  Well established foreign 
exchanges also provide invaluable opportunities to experience 
other cultures through the lens of language.

Heart of England also runs the Duke of Edinburgh award, 
offering bronze, silver and gold.  Each week participating 
students meet to learn skills and practice for the tasks 
required for the award, leading to a journey of self-discovery, 
development and achievement.  The scheme is well known and 
respected by employers and universities and offers our students 
a further opportunity to embody the core values of our school.



“Pupils are very welcoming to visitors and speak positively about all 
aspects of their school.  Pupils’ good attitudes are reflected in the 
classrooms.  There is a calm and purposeful atmosphere in lessons.” 

Ofsted, Ocober 2018 

We demand the highest possible standards 
of behaviour from our students to ensure 
that teaching and learning produces the 
best possible progress and achievement.  
Our school environment, be this the social 
environment or the classroom, is purposeful 
and calm; with these principles in mind we 
have developed our CALM policy.

Our CALM approach underpins our drive to 
ensure exceptional futures for all our students, 
encouraging students to make the correct 
choice; first time every time.

Students are rewarded and recognised 
in a variety of different ways.  Merits are 
awarded to students for achievements such 
as their academic efforts, embodiment of the 
school’s core values or school representation.  
Achievement is also recognised by letters, 
certificates, phone calls home, House 
assemblies and a range of awards ceremonies 
and meetings.



Our House system inspires a sense of community, belonging, 
competition and pride within the school.  Comprising of stu-
dents across Years 7-11, students have the opportunity to social-
ise and learn from one another as they create their future.
Each House, whilst embodying the school’s core values has 
its own distinct character, shaped by the staff and students in 
it.  House Captains and Prefects lead assemblies, orchestrate 
fundraising activities and organise events for their House. 

Our four Houses are:

• Apollo
• Phoenix
• Pioneer
• Voyager

These names, associated as they are with space, embody our 
focus on exploration, imagination and discovery.

House Identity 

“Pupils know the school’s values and why they are important.”

 Ofsted, October 2018

PHOENIX



Visit our website for more information about Heart of England School.

Links for More Information:

eProspectus: Download the latest version of our Prospectus

School Blog: Get an insight into our community by visiting the blog

Subjects and Courses: Useful information about what students study

Transition: Information about moving from Year 6 to Year 7

Uniform: Guidelines regarding our school uniform 

CALM Policy: Our behaviour policy and The Four Classroom Essentials

Main Website: Visit our website for more information about school

Invitation to Visit
We warmly welcome all prospective students and parents to visit 
our school and see us in action. We would be delighted to meet you 
and talk to you about any questions you may have and to tour our 
school during lesson time to see if the vision and the ethos we have 
presented to you here matches with the everyday reality of our 
school experience.

You can visit our website for further information about all aspects of 
Heart of England School.

Contact us directly by phone or email:

• Telephone: 01676 535222

• Email: office@heart-england.co.uk

• Twitter: @HoE_School

Heart of England School
Gipsy Lane
Balsall Common
Coventry
CV7 7FW

Telephone: 01676 535222
office@heart-england.co.uk
www.heart-england.co.uk

Contact Us

Social Media

facebook.com/heartofenglandschool/

@HoE_School

Keep up-to-date with all the latest news and 
information from us by following us on social 
media.

End

http://www.heart-england.co.uk/prospectus/
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/blog-page
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/subjects/
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/parent-handbook/transition
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/parent-handbook/uniform/
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/parent-handbook/pastoral-support/behaviour-policy/
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/
mailto:office%40heart-england.co.uk?subject=From%20prospectus%3A%20
https://twitter.com/HoE_School
http://facebook.com/heartofenglandschool/
http://twitter.com/HoE_School
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