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Our Philosophy 
 
The department is guided by the principle that learning a foreign language is a worthwhile and 
enjoyable experience. Students who experience success in KS3 are much more likely to choose 
languages at GCSE and we aim to create opportunities for success through genuine learning and not 
simply short-lived fun activities which are instantly gratifying but don’t always lead to long-term gains. 
Thinking about how memory works and how we reduce the cognitive load of activities for our 
students is not a luxury but a necessity to reach this goal. We want to build a curriculum that leads to 
enjoyment, success and confidence. 
 
In short our vision for Modern Languages at HoE is: 

 Academic results in all three languages to be significantly above the national average. 

 Languages are the subject of choice where teaching and learning promotes enthusiasm and a 

culture of achievement. 

Teachers who are: 

 Engaging with research-based evidence & applying this to their own practice.   

 Comfortable & confident in sharing ideas towards ways of supporting students to achieve greater 

outcomes.   

 Supportive of the desire of other staff who wish to develop their own practice & seek 

collaboration with other members of the team & other departments.  

Learners who are: 

 Able to cumulatively recall and apply previously covered knowledge across a range of contexts 

and skills in order to move beyond rote knowledge.  

 Of the mindset that you do not need to be fluent in order to be successful in languages. 

 Motivated by knowledge gaps and who would never feel demotivated by knowledge chasms. 

Accommodation 

The MFL department is situated within six main classrooms for KS3 and KS4 and a separate KS5 

classroom for teaching A level languages in the Sixth Form block. All classrooms are well-resourced 

with new projectors, dictionaries and textbooks (online & physical). 

Curriculum & courses 

We have a 3 year KS3 at Heart of England. In KS3 the language students learn depends upon which 

half of the year they are in. French or Spanish and French or German are the two alternating choices. 

Students have 6 hours of MFL lessons in KS3. In Year 9 the top two sets on each year half are given the 

opportunity to learn a second language and so these students then have 4 hours of their first MFL and 

4 hours of their 2nd MFL per fortnight.   

In KS4 languages remain optional but are chosen by a significant number of students. 59% of the Y10 

cohort and 45% of our Y11 cohort have chosen to study a language. 

All three languages are offered at A level. We currently have a Y12 and a Y13 Spanish class and a Y13 

French class. Each A level option has 9 hours per fortnight of timetabled lessons. 

We follow the AQA syllabus for GCSE and A level. 
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Teaching Staff 

‘Team MFL’ comprises six teachers. All staff in the department have a genuine enthusiasm and passion 

for teaching languages and are always thinking about how to develop their skills as teachers in order 

to better meet the needs of the students in front of them. Most years we host PGCE students which 

gives opportunities for willing staff to develop coaching and mentoring skills. 

 

Results 

GCSE Spanish French 

 Heart of England National pass rate Heart of England National pass rate 

4- 9 95% 70.5% 91% 69.8% 

5 – 9 83% 55.9% 68% 54.2% 

7+ 32% 27.7% 35% 23.7% 

 

A LEVEL French 

 Heart of England National pass rate 

A* - B 33% 65.8% 

A - E 100% 99% 

 

 

 


