
 

 

 

Spring Recommended Reading:  

Some Suggestions 

 

** Favourite Book of 2018 for younger students ** 

Boy Under Water - Adam Baron 

A heart-breaking, heart-warming novel for everyone of 10 and older – this book 
will probably make you cry, and will definitely make you laugh. 

Cymbeline Igloo (yes, really!) has NEVER been swimming.  Not ever. Not once. 

But how hard can it be? He’s Googled front crawl and he’s found his dad’s old 
pair of trunks. He’s totally ready. 

What he’s not ready for is the accident at the pool – or how it leads his mum to a sudden breakdown. 

Now, with the help of friends old and new, Cymbeline must solve the mystery of why his mum never 
took him near water – and it will turn his whole life upside down… 

 

Key Stage 3 

Like Harry Potter? 

 

House of Secrets – Chris Columbus / Ned Vizzini 

This book follows three siblings and their family as they are forced to move to a 
mysterious new house in San Francisco and end up embarking on a journey to 
retrieve a dark book of untold power. The first story in an epic fantasy adventure 
trilogy! 

 

 

Like Thrillers?  

The History Keepers – The Storm Begins – Damian Dibben 

Imagine if you lost your parents - not just in place, but in time.  
 
Jake Djones' mum and dad have gone missing and they could be anywhere in the 
world - at any time in history. Because the Djones family have an astonishing 
secret, which for years they've managed to keep - even from each other. They 
belong to the HISTORY KEEPERS: a secret society which travels through the 
centuries to prevent evil enemies from meddling with History itself.  



Get Bored Easily? 

The Recruit – Robert Muchamore 

The first title in the number one bestselling CHERUB series! James hits rock 
bottom before he's offered a new start in an intriguing organisation ... 
 
A terrorist doesn't let strangers in her flat because they might be undercover 
police or intelligence agents, but her children bring their mates home and they 
run all over the place. The terrorist doesn't know that one of these kids has 
bugged every room in her house, made copies of all her computer files and 
stolen her address book. The kid works for CHERUB. 

 

Like Adventure and Mystery? 

 

Shadow Jumper – J M Forster 

The truth is out there somewhere . . . but how far is Jack willing to jump to find 
it? Jack Phillips's allergy to sunshine confines him to the shadows, leaving him 
lonely and at risk of life-threatening burns every time he steps into the light. 
Shadow jumping on the rooftops at dusk makes him feel alive. And free. 

 

 

Like the Tracey Beaker realist approach to storytelling? 

 

Ella on the Outside – Cath Howe 

Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn't know anyone and she doesn't have 
any friends. 

And she has a terrible secret. 

A gripping story of secrets, lies and friendship... 

 

 

Love Wonder? 

The Distance Between Me and the Cherry Tree – Paola Peretti 

Mafalda is a nine-year-old girl who knows one thing: some time in the next six 
months her sight will fail completely.  
 
Can Mafalda find a way through a seemingly dark future and still go to school, 
play football and look after her beloved cat? With the help of her family, and her 
friends, Mafalda needs to discover the things that will be important to her when 
her sight has failed. 

 

 

 



Like reading about feelings and friendship? 

Are We All Lemmings & Snowflakes? – Holly Bourne 

Welcome to Camp Reset, a summer camp with a difference. A place offering a 
shot at 'normality' for Olive, a girl on the edge, and for the new friends she never 
expected to make - who each have their own reasons for being there. Luckily 
Olive has a plan to solve all their problems. But how do you fix the world when 
you can't fix yourself? 
 
A raw and compelling exploration of mental health, friendship and the power of 
compassion from the acclaimed Holly Bourne. 

 

Like Romance? 

Letters to the Lost – Brigid Kemmerer 

Juliet Young always writes letters to her mother, a world-traveling 
photojournalist. Even after her mother's death, she leaves letters at her grave. 
It's the only way Juliet can cope. 

Declan Murphy isn't the sort of guy you want to cross. In the midst of his court-
ordered community service at the local cemetery, he's trying to escape the 
demons of his past. 

When Declan reads a haunting letter left beside a grave, he can't resist writing 
back. Soon, he's opening up to a perfect stranger, and their connection is immediate. But neither 
Declan nor Juliet knows that they're not actually strangers. When life at school interferes with their 
secret life of letters, sparks will fly as Juliet and Declan discover truths that might tear them apart. 

Key Stage 4 

Like music and have strong opinions? 

On the Come Up – Angie Thomas 

The award-winning author of The Hate U Give returns with a powerful story 
about hip hop, freedom of speech – and fighting for your dreams, even as the 
odds are stacked against you. 

Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. As the daughter of an 
underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri’s got massive 
shoes to fill. But when her first song goes viral for all the wrong reasons, Bri 
finds herself at the centre of controversy and portrayed by the media as more 
menace than MC. 
 

Like Football and Thrillers? 

Penalty – Mal Peet 

Keeper is the first book in the series, but if you’ve read this, then Penalty 
is a must read! In the second of the Paul Faustino novels by Carnegie Medal-
winning author Mal Peet, teenage football prodigy El Brujito, "the Little 
Magician", has vanished without a trace and Paul finds himself reluctantly 
drawn into the mystery. As the city of San Juan pulses to summer's sluggish 
beat, Paul gets more than he bargained for as a story of corruption and murder 
unfolds, forcing him to confront a bitter history of slavery and the power of the 
occult. 

 



Like Horror? 

Misery – Stephen King 

Misery Chastain is dead. Paul Sheldon has just killed her - with relief, with joy. 
Misery has made him rich; she was the heroine of a string of bestsellers. And 
now he wants to get on to some realwriting. 

That's when the car accident happens, and he wakes up in pain in a strange bed. 
But it isn't hospital. Annie Wilkes has pulled him from the wreck, brought him to her 
remote mountain home, splinted and set his mangled legs 

Like a Murder Mystery? 

One of Us is Lying – Karen M McManus 
 
Five students go to detention. Only four leave alive. 
Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never publicly broken a rule. 
Sports star Cooper only knows what he's doing in the baseball diamond. 
Bad boy Nate is one misstep away from a life of crime. 
Prom queen Addy is holding together the cracks in her perfect life. 
And outsider Simon, creator of the notorious gossip app at Bayview High, won't ever 
talk about any of them again. 

 
He dies 24 hours before he could post their deepest secrets online. Investigators conclude it's no 
accident. All of them are suspects. 

Gone Girl – Gillian Flynn 

Who are you?  What have we done to each other? 

These are the questions Nick Dunne finds himself asking on the morning of his fifth 
wedding anniversary, when his wife Amy suddenly disappears. The police suspect 
Nick. Amy's friends reveal that she was afraid of him, that she kept secrets from 
him. He swears it isn't true. A police examination of his computer shows strange 
searches. He says they weren't made by him. And then there are the persistent 

calls on his mobile phone. So what really did happen to Nick's beautiful wife? 
 

Like Dark, Psychological Thrillers? 

We Need to talk about Kevin – Lionel Shriver 

Eva never really wanted to be a mother; certainly not the mother of the unlovable 
boy who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker and 
a teacher who tried to befriend him. Now, two years later, it is time for her to come 
to terms with marriage, career, family, parenthood and Kevin's horrific rampage in a 
series of startlingly direct correspondences with her absent husband, Franklyn. 
Uneasy with the sacrifices and social demotion of motherhood from the start, Eva 
fears that her alarming dislike for her own son may be responsible for driving him 
so nihilistically off the rails. 

Like Page Turning Thrillers? 

The Da Vinci Code – Dan Brown 

Harvard professor Robert Langdon receives an urgent late-night phone call while on 
business in Paris: the elderly curator of the Louvre has been brutally murdered 
inside the museum. Alongside the body, police have found a series of baffling 
codes. 

 

 



Like Science Fiction? 

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep – Philip K. Dick 

World War Terminus had left the Earth devastated. Through its ruins, bounty hunter 
Rick Deckard stalked, in search of the renegade replicants who were his prey. When 
he wasn't 'retiring' them with his laser weapon, 
he dreamed of owning a live animal - the ultimate status symbol in a world all but 
bereft of animal life. 

Then Rick got his chance: the assignment to kill six Nexus-6 targets, for a huge reward. But in 
Deckard's world things were never that simple, and his assignment quickly turned into a nightmare 
kaleidoscope of subterfuge and deceit - and the threat of death for the hunter rather than the hunted ... 
 

Like Fantasy? 

The Cruel Prince – Holly Black 

Of course I want to be like them. They're beautiful as blades forged in some divine 
fire. They will live forever. 
 
And Cardan is even more beautiful than the rest. I hate him more than all the 
others. I hate him so much that sometimes when I look at him, I can hardly breathe. 
 
One terrible morning, Jude and her sisters see their parents murdered in front of 

them. The terrifying assassin abducts all three girls to the world of Faerie, where Jude is installed in 
the royal court but mocked and tormented by the Faerie royalty for being mortal. As Jude grows 
older, she realises that she will need to take part in the dangerous deceptions of the fey to ever truly 
belong. 
 
But the stairway to power is fraught with shadows and betrayal. And looming over all is the 
infuriating, arrogant and charismatic Prince Cardan . . .  

 

** Favourite Book of 2018: For older students** 

Normal People by Sally Rooney 

WINNER OF THE COSTA NOVEL AWARD 2018 
WINNER OF THE SPECSAVERS NATIONAL 
BOOKS AWARD 2018 (International Author) 
LONGLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2018 
 
'The best novel published this year.' The Times 

Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small town in rural Ireland. The 
similarities end there; they are from very different worlds. When they both earn places at Trinity 
College in Dublin, a connection that has grown between them lasts long into the following years. 

This is an exquisite love story about how a person can change another person's life - a simple yet 
profound realisation that unfolds beautifully over the course of the novel. It tells us how difficult it is 
to talk about how we feel and it tells us - blazingly - about cycles of domination, legitimacy and 
privilege. Alternating menace with overwhelming tenderness, Sally Rooney's second novel breathes 
fiction with new life. 


