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Our Vision Building for the Future
Franklin D Roosevelt once said: “We cannot always build the future for 
our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.” At Heart of England 
Sixth Form, that is exactly what we are about. We see ourselves as a Sixth 
Form that helps to create and shape futures for our students.  When 
our students leave us at the end of Year 13 they are not just leaving 
with excellent results, they are leaving as well rounded, courageous and 
determined students who are prepared for life beyond our gates.

As Head of Post 16 my vision is simple: to create an environment where 
academic excellence is central to all we do by ensuring that our students 
are given the best quality education, delivered by the most talented of 
teachers. Equally, I am passionate that we prepare our students for the 
world of work, to ensure that they have the skills and expertise to achieve 
not only in the exam hall but for the rest of their lives. 

In the Sixth Form we continue to focus on the five core values that are 
central to life at Heart of England School.

Courage: our students are willing to take risks.  Sometimes being a little 
bold is central to learning. Our staff create an environment where it is safe 
to take a risk, to ‘have a go’.

Determination: our students are determined to succeed by conquering the 
challenges they encounter.  Success is achieved through hard work.  Our 
students are encouraged to be the best they can be both academically and 
in life.

Honesty: our students are honest and trust is valued highly at Heart of 
England Sixth Form.  Student Voice plays a big part in day-to-day life and 
we welcome honest conversations and opinions that help us to be the best 
that we can be.

Kindness: our students display this every day in Sixth Form. We see the 
value in helping others as illustrated by our mentoring programme and the 
vast amount of charity work undertaken.

Heart of England Sixth Form 
is not only a place with a high 
standard of teaching, but 
offers support for students 
from members of staff who are 
heavily invested in your future. 
 
George 
Year 12



Core Values
Humour: is central to life at Heart of England Sixth Form. The excellent 
relationships between students and staff result in a positive environment 
where learning is key.

Whether you have a clear sense of what you want to do or are yet to 
discover it, we are here to inspire; our excellent teaching and pastoral 
staff will do all they can to bring out the best in you and help you be the 
best you can be.

Grace Theay 
Head of Post-16

Our staff will care about you as an individual throughout your time 
at Heart of England Sixth Form. We focus on selecting and delivering 
courses that motivate, challenge and teach you how to think more 
effectively and creatively.  Our Sixth Form has a long tradition of 
exceptional outcomes and a reputation for preparing students for the 
greater freedom and rigour of university and the world of work.  In 
choosing us as your next destination you are investing wisely in an 
outstanding future. 

Jacqueline Hughes-Williams 
Principal

A Wise Choice

Teaching our Sixth Form is, of 
course, a huge privilege.  It’s 
richly rewarding being able to 
teach texts at such a level to an 
audience that is receptive and 
engaged.  Lessons with Year 12 
and 13 are always stimulating, 
never dull and frequently very 
enlightening! 
 
Claire McLarnon 
English Teacher 



To Study Three A Levels
Each student will need to achieve a minimum average points score of 
4.8† from his or her best 8 results; ensuring that a Grade 4 or higher 
is achieved in Maths or English Language or Literature. This average 
points score is based on the QCA points system which is as follows:

• 9 = 9, 8 = 8, 7= 7, 6 = 6, 5= 5, 4= 4, 3 = 3, 2 = 2 and 1 = 1
For subjects where A*-G still applies the points system used will be:

• A*=8.5, A =7, B=5.5, C=4, D=3, E=2, F= 1.5 and G = 1

This average can be made up of different combinations of points from 
grades or numbers.

†The Entry Criteria has been set based upon our working 
knowledge of the revised grading criteria at the time of 
publishing.  We reserve the right to lower the overall best 8 
points average entry criteria score pending the publication of the 
summer’s results.

To Study Four A Levels
Choosing to study four A Levels is a significant undertaking and not 
one to be taken lightly. It will not only stretch you academically but 
also challenge you in terms of your time management. In order to be 
considered for four A Levels you will need to meet the more demand-
ing entry criteria of achieving an average points score of 6 or above.

Subject Specific Entry Criteria
When considering your options it is important to read the course infor-
mation carefully. Some subjects have specific criteria that must be met 
in order to study that subject at A Level. Subject specific criteria have 
been arrived at by departments based upon the prerequisite skills and 
knowledge necessary for students to be successful from the outset. 
These details are available on the subject pages of our website.

Entry Criteria

The academic support I’ve 
received whilst I’ve been at the 
sixth form has been especially 
helpful. Regular meetings with 
our tutors has helped me to 
track my academic progress 
throughout the year and the 
revision materials my subject 
teachers have provided me with 
have been invaluable. 
Annabel 
Head Girl

www.heart-england.co.uk/sixth-form/choices-of-sixth-form-courses
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/choices
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/choices


How do I choose?
There is a lot to consider in making 
your choice:

• What topic areas will I 
cover? Do these interest 
me?

• Is it one exam or three? Do 
I know what my exam(s) 
will involve? Will I have to 
learn quotes? Will I need to 
learn case studies?

• Am I likely to achieve the 
grades that I need for the 
subject?

• Do I want to go to 
university and do I have a 
specific university in mind? 
Is there a particular course 
I’m interested in? What A 
Levels might I need for my 
degree choice?

Can I change to a different subject 
once the course starts?
Once you know your results 
in August and sign up to your 
respective courses you are 
committed to these from the 
outset. If you feel that you have 
made a wrong choice you must let 
the Head of Post 16 know before 

What can I choose to study?
Students will study three full A 
levels over two years (an option 
to study four is available; please 
see Entry Criteria for information). 
Our aim is to ensure that subjects 
offer depth, rigour and academic 
challenge from the outset. By 
studying three subjects that 
are examined after two years, 
students have real time to think, 
experiment, develop opinions 
and, occasionally, make mistakes 
without the immediate prospect of 
examination at the end of Year 12.

Understanding A Levels
the end of the second week. 
Changes beyond this point will not 
be possible.

What are Facilitating Subjects?
Many courses at university build 
on knowledge and skills that 
you gain at school and for this 
reason some university courses 
require you to have studied a 
particular subject or subjects. 
Facilitating subjects are those that 
are more frequently identified 
by universities as being required 
for entry than others. Facilitating 
subjects are:

• Maths and Further Maths
• English Literature
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Geography
• History

• Languages (Classical or 
Modern)

If you are considering a career 
in Medicine, Veterinary Science, 
Dentistry or are determined to 
attend a Russell Group university 
research your subject choices at A 
Level carefully and in advance.

The transition from Key Stage 
4 to Heart of England Sixth 
Form was well facilitated by the 
staff.  The increase of workload 
and responsibilities can seem 
daunting and overwhelming at 
first, but this adjustment was 
made manageable by the head 
of sixth from and the tutors who 
are immensely supportive and 
encouraging. I would highly 
recommend Heart of England 
Sixth Form to any prospective 
students. 
Khadija 
Year 12



   

Courses
Below are the courses we offer. For information regarding each subject 
including specific subject entry requirements, please see the subject tabs 
on the Sixth Form section of the school website. 

All the subjects are equally valid as A Levels and this is the case for all 
schools and colleges.

Humanities Social Sciences Arts Digital Communications Mathematics
English Literature
English Language
History
Geography
Religious Studies

Psychology
Sociology
Law
Health & Social Care
Government & Politics
Business Studies
Economics

Art
Drama
Music

Computer Science
Media Studies

Maths
Further Maths

Sport Languages Sciences Technology
Physical Education French

Spanish
German

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Product Design
Textiles

In our Sixth Form, the teachers 
are extremely supportive and 
encouraging and willing to give 
up their free time to help you 
reach your potential.  There 
are a variety of extracurricular 
opportunities open to all, such 
as taking part in a competitive 
chemistry competition in Wales or 
visiting CERN. 
Will 
Head Boy

http://www.heart-england.co.uk/courses
http://http://www.heart-england.co.uk/courses


A Taste of Sixth Form
The council is a body of students made up of the 
Head boy and girl, Deputy Head boy and girl and 
Ambassadors who lead on various aspects of school 
life.

The council’s strength is the sense of community and 
it provides opportunities for students to get involved 
with student life.

Giving: building on our history of charity work and 
raising funds for charities of the students’ choice.

Enhancing: listening to views of students about how 
to improve the experience and facilities of Sixth Form. 

Investing: giving the students the opportunity to work 
with lower school students and contributing to the 
wider life of the school.

Student Welfare: ensuring students feel safe and 
respected, helping to inform them on all aspects of 
health and welfare.

Sixth Form Council



Enrichment

Activities
Heart of England Sixth Form 
students can take part in a wide 
range of Enrichment Activities to 
broaden their experience whilst 
studying.  There are activities to 
expand their natural talents and 
activities to access information and 
resources for success after Sixth 
Form.

Pit Lizards
The  Greencar Project challenges 
students to design, build 
and then race an electric car 
within professionally drafted 
specifications.  Cars must be built 
around a standard 24v electric 
drive motor and utilise a pair of 
12v lead acid batteries.  We have 
raced our car at a number of 
well-known motor racing circuits 
such as Silverstone, Rockingham 
and Mallory Park.  We encourage 
Sixth Form students with a wide 
range of interests to get involved 
with the project, particularly 
engineering, design, finance, 
marketing and journalism.  There 
is scope to develop and enhance 
many skills.  Students also benefit 
from solving problems as part of a 

team and they gain in confidence 
to work independently on this 
student-led activity.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Students will have the opportunity 
to take part in Bronze, Silver and 
Gold Awards. This is a chance to 
develop skills for life and work.

Sport
Students have the use of the 
facilities on site: Fitness Room, 
Dance Studio and Sports Hall for 
badminton, netball or trampoline.  
We also have football, netball and 
rugby teams who compete against 
other sixth forms. A course of six 
golf lessons at Stonebridge Golf 

course which have been free to the 
students have been arranged in 
the last two years.

Drama
Productions are staged each year 
at the school and the Sixth Form 
students have the opportunity to 
audition for parts and can assist 
with all aspects of putting on a full 
scale musical.

National Citizen Service (NCS)
Heart of England 
students can 
gain new 
experiences 
in the NCS 
Challenge with 

a chance to learn new skills and 
meet new people. It’s an exciting 
opportunity to discover new talent 
and realise potential.



Destinations

Name: Arabeth Lecuyer
Studied: English Literature, 
Psychology, History and French 
(AS Level)
Achieved: A* A B B

Name: Matthew Brookes
Studied: Maths, Further Maths, 
Computer Science and Physics
Achieved: A* A* A A

Name: Anna Nightingale
Studied: English literature, 
French, Geography and History 
(AS Level)
Achieved: A* A A A

 What I’m doing now: 

Studying Computing (MEng) at 
Imperial College, London.

 How Heart of England helped me:  

“I was greatly supported by 
Heart of England, especially for 
references.  I was particularly 
supported for my international 
applications. Whilst Imperial 
was not my originally intended 
destination it has certainly been 
fantastic and I am looking forward 
to the next few years here. 
Hopefully more students consider 
applying here as the demand for 
STEM graduates is increasing and 
companies are often paying lots 
to secure anyone with an Imperial 
Degree.”

 What I’m doing now:  

Studying English at the University 
of Cambridge.

 How Heart of England helped me:  

“Heart of England encouraged me 
to develop my personal interests 
and to think both critically and 
broadly about the topic at hand. 
My subjects afforded me the 
opportunity to hone both my 
written and verbal communication. 
These skills have equipped me 
well for university and, I hope, the 
workplace.”

 What I’m doing now: 

Studying Psychology at University 
of Durham

 How Heart of England helped me:  

“Heart of England always helped 
me to realise my options should 
never be limited. Continuously, 
through my A Levels and later 
in the UCAS process, I was 
encouraged always to aim high and 
never settle for less than I could 
achieve. My experience of Heart 
of England was always warm and 
welcoming; a great environment to 
study and prepare for uni life.”



Futures

 Phil Cox  
Phil graduated from the University 
of Warwick with a first in Ancient 
History and Classical Archaeology 
(Hons).  He became an ACA 
Chartered Accountant (ICAEW) 
in July 2016 and is a Financial & 
Operational Auditor and Local 
Counter Fraud Specialist for 
Deloitte.

With experience of performing 
an in-depth review of an NHS 
Foundation Trust, Phil has been 
working with managers to improve 
systems of control in the trust.

“Heart of England helped me 
develop the inter-personal and 
analytical skills to perform in 
a high pressure, professional 
environment. Extracurricular 
activities like my involvement 
with school productions greatly 
improved my confidence, creativity 
and ability to collaborate with 
others towards a greater goal.”

 Karl Loxley  
Heart of England former student 
Karl left the Sixth Form in 2008.  
He was very involved in all the 
school productions and developed 
his love for his future career at 
school.

After Heart of England Karl went 
to The Guildford School of Acting 
and studied for a BA in Musical 
Theatre where he was offered a 
full Scholarship.

Karl performs at major venues and 
theatres and has appeared on the 
BBC The Voice programme.  He has 
released an album.

“Performing in the school shows 
at Heart of England gave me the 
stamina and discipline that was 
needed to take on a professional 
Musical Theatre course at one of 
the most prestigious UK drama 
schools.” 

 Jake Bogira  
Jake graduated from Bournemouth 
University Media School with a 
first in Advertising and a Chartered 
Institute of Marketing (CIM) 
foundation qualification. 

He is an Account Executive on the 
Bacardi Global Brands account at 
AMV BBDO working on Martini, 
Dewar’s Whiskey and Bombay 
Sapphire.

During his university placement 
year Jake was one of a few 
successful applicants for the WPP 
Zed Academy Apprentice Scheme 
at the creative agency Y&R. He 
underwent training from industry-
leading professionals and gained 
hands-on experience brands like 
M&S, Lloyd’s Bank and the BBC.

“The mature nature of Heart of 
England’s post-16 education has 
helped me gain the qualities I 
needed for employment, including 
time management, organisation, 
independent study and work ethic”

 Alice MacSkimming  
During my time at Heart of Eng-
land Sixth form I studied English 
Language, Sociology, Media and 
Drama. I thoroughly enjoyed my 
two years at sixth form and went 
on to study Children’s Nursing at 
the University of West London. The 
support and confidence I was given 
at Heart of England has proved 
invaluable on my journey through 
university. 

After gaining amazing experiences 
during my placements in various 
children’s departments, I have now 
completed my three years and 
have been offered my first Nursing 
job on a Children’s ward to start in 
a local hospital in September. 

“Heart of England Sixth Form 
gave me the opportunity to grow 
academically and as a person with 
their incredible teaching staff and 
support.  I know I would not have 
achieved the things I have without 
them.”

 Bethany Wyde  
On completing A Levels, Bethany 
chose to go straight to work and 
complete an apprenticeship.  She 
now has an NVQ.

Currently working in a pensions 
company, Bethany is studying 
for CII (Chartered Insurance 
Institute) examinations to become 
a qualified financial adviser or 
planner.

“The teachers at Heart of England 
are very supportive if you put the 
hard work in yourself, and I felt 
that they genuinely cared for your 
well-being as a student.

“I enjoyed my time in sixth form. 
The small class sizes meant that 
there was a good rapport between 
students and teachers, which I 
found very beneficial.”



Application
All details of our courses and subjects are on our website along with our 
application forms.

• Closing date for all application forms: Tuesday 8th January 2019

Internal applications should be given to Mrs Davis in Leveson 
Block.

External applications should be sent to Mrs S Davis via email: 
DavisS@heart-england.co.uk. Any queries regarding Academic 
issues please contact Mrs G Theay, Head of Post-16 via email: 
TheayG@heart-england.co.uk.

• Taster Day for all applicants: Friday 15th February 2019

Applicants will have the opportunity to follow a Sixth Form 
timetable to experience A Level teaching which is designed 
to help your decisions about which subjects are right for you. 
Please make sure that you hand in your Taster Day form with 
your application form.

• Interview day: these will take place in the spring term

• Exam Results Day: Thursday 22nd August 2019

• Enrolment for Sixth Form: Thursday 22nd August 2019

Students will be able to enrol after they have collected their 
exam results.

Key Dates

http://www.heart-england.co.uk/application
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/application


Heart of England Sixth Form
Gipsy Lane
Balsall Common
CV7 7FW

01676 535222
sixthform@heart-england.co.uk
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